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I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for Extension of Time to File Response to the Amended Motion of the Independent Auditor and Motion for an Order Precluding NorthStar Consulting Group, Inc. and Vantage Consulting, Inc. from Taking Any Action filed by Qwest Corporation (Qwest) on November 3, 2005.

2. On October 21, 2005, NorthStar Consulting Group, Inc. and Vantage Consulting, Inc. (NorthStar/Vantage or the Independent Auditor) filed a Motion disputing Qwest’s designations of confidential information contained in the 2004 Colorado Performance Assurance Plan Audit Report (Audit). 

3. On October 24, 2005, Qwest filed a partial response requesting that the Commission deny the Independent Auditor’s motion, but also stating that a more detailed response would be provided by November 3, 2005.

4. On November 2, 2005, NorthStar/Vantage filed an Amended Motion that included allegations different than those set forth in the October 21, 2005 motion. 

5. Qwest now files this current motion to request that the Commission allow it the full 14-day response time from the filing date of the Amended Motion, or until November 16, 2005, to respond to the new allegations. In addition, Qwest asks the Commission to preclude NorthStar/Vantage from issuing a redacted form of the Executive Summary to the Audit Report and later supplement with the body of the report after removing additional confidential information.

6. Qwest states that issuing even a redacted form of the Executive Summary and then the body some time after, would be inappropriate before the disputed matter of confidential information is resolved.

7. We grant Qwest’s request to allow the full 14-day response time from the date of filing of the Amended Motion to run. Further, we grant Qwest’s request to preclude NorthStar/Vantage from filing a redacted version of the report. We prefer, as Qwest does, to receive the entire Audit once these issues of confidentiality are resolved entirely.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Qwest Corporation’s Motion for Extension of Time to File Response to the Amended Motion of the Independent Auditor and Motion for an Order Precluding NorthStar Consulting Group, Inc. and Vantage Consulting, Inc. from Taking Any Action as Set Forth in the Amended Motion before the Commission Rules on the Matters Set Forth in the Amended Motion is granted.

2. Response time to this Motion is waived on the Commission’s own motion.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 9, 2005.
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