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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement and Findings

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a motion for shortened notice, for a hearing before the Commissioners, for an expedited procedural schedule, and to waive response time, filed on October 27, 2005 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service).  This motion relates to Public Service’s application to transfer assets and property to Suncor Energy, Inc. (Suncor).

2. We are aware that Public Service’s application is related to two existing Commission dockets, including a proceeding to determine if Public Service’s transfer to Suncor is in the normal course of business.  The Administrative Law Judge in that proceeding determined that Public Service’s transfer was not in the normal course of business and that they are required to file the application at issue in this docket.

3. Public Service requests that the notice period for its application be shortened to ten days, that response time to this motion be waived and that this matter be considered on an expedited basis at the weekly meeting before the Commission after the notice period has expired.

4. We search nearly in vain for any reasons to grant Public Service’s motion.  The motion itself lacks any justification for the shortened notice period, or for the expedited schedule.  The application includes language indicating that the motion was filed for “pressing business reasons” including Suncor’s construction schedule.  We will reluctantly grant Public Service’s request because we infer that Public Service’s transfer to Suncor must proceed quickly, and because neither Commission Staff nor the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel objects to this motion.

5. We do not yet know that Public Service’s application will be uncontested, so we are unable to say that the application will be handled as allowed in § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.  Assuming that it is uncontested, the merits of the application will be determined without a hearing by the Commission.

6. Typically the Commission tries to put applications on its weekly meeting agenda as soon as possible after the notice period has elapsed, and we will do that in this matter.

B. Conclusions

7. We find good cause to grant the motion for a shortened notice period which will be ten days.  Response time to the motion shall be waived.  We will also consider Public Service’s application at the first regular weekly meeting after the notice period has expired.  We expect future motions to contain a full explanation of why the requested action should be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion for shortened notice period filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) is granted consistent with the discussion above.

2. The shortened notice period shall be ten days.

3. Public Service’s application shall come before the Commission at the first regular weekly meeting after the notice period has expired.

4. Response time to the motion is waived.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 2, 2005.
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