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I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission gives notice of proposed rulemaking regarding the Colorado Energy Assistance Program.  The proposed rules seek to implement the Low-Income Energy Assistance Act (Act), § 40-8.7-101, et seq., C.R.S.
  

2. The intent of the rules is to efficiently implement the Energy Assistance Program (EAP).  The purpose of the legislation is to provide a mechanism by which gas utilities would initiate and maintain a program wherein their customers may voluntarily contribute an optional amount of money when remitting their monthly utility service payment.  By the terms of the Act, gas utilities are charged with the duty to collect these funds and forward them to Energy Outreach Colorado.

3. Section 40-8.7-104 (1), C.R.S., directs the Colorado Public Utilities Commission to promulgate rules to guide the utilities in the development and maintenance of the EAP.  The attached proposed rules are intended to accomplish that purpose.

4. The Commission will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules at the below stated time and place.  Interested persons may submit written comments on these proposed rules and present these orally at hearing, unless the Commission deems oral presentations unnecessary.  The Commission also encourages interested persons to submit written comments before the hearing scheduled in this matter.  In the event interested persons wish to file comments before the hearing, the Commission requests that such comments be filed no later than December 10, 2005.  The Commission may post electronically submitted comments to its web site.  The Commission will consider all submissions.

5. Attachment A, attached hereto, sets forth the proposed EAP rules.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State for publication in the December 12, 2005 edition of The Colorado Register.

2. A hearing on the proposed rules shall be held as follows:

DATE:
January 5, 2006

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
Office Level 2 (OL2)
Logan Tower
1580 Logan Street
Denver, Colorado

At the hearing referenced above, the Commission may set further hearing dates to continue the discussion and comment.

3. Interested persons may file written comments in this matter before the hearing.  The Commission requests that such prefiled comments be submitted no later than December 10, 2005.  The Commission will consider all submissions.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 25, 2005.
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� The Colorado Legislature enacted this statute in the 2005 legislative session, House Bill 05-001.
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