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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The Commission is opening this docket for the purpose of reexamining the Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism (CHCSM).  This reexamination is warranted for general and several specific reasons.  Generally, the Commission believes it is important to conduct periodic reviews of all aspects of its authority, especially those which imply significant fiscal impact, as part of our ordinary due diligence.  It is also true that certain developments, by their intrinsic nature, require specific, discrete attention.  Both are true in this matter.

2. The outcome of a recent Commission docket has direct, specific implications for the CHCSM.  On July 21, 2004, Qwest Corporation (Qwest) submitted its application for reclassification of certain retail services and products from Part 2 (§ 40-15-201 et seq., C.R.S.) to Part 3 (§ 40-15-301 et seq., C.R.S.), pursuant to § 40-15-207, C.R.S.  The application also sought deregulation of all retail services and products pursuant to § 40-15-305, C.R.S., except for Basic Emergency Service, N11 Service, and Switched Access Charges.  See Commission Decision No. C05-0802, Docket No. 04A-411T and Docket No. 04D-440T, paragraph 173 (4), Adopted June 6, 2005, mailed June 28, 2005.

3. This Decision modified, in several key aspects, the regulatory scheme for most regulated telecommunications service providers in Colorado.
  As a necessary consequence of this new regulatory format, and as specifically ordered by the Commission, the CHCSM must be re-evaluated in its entirety.

4. Pursuant to this reexamination, several specific issues must be addressed.  The most prominent issue is a determination of which regulated telecommunications services are to be supported through the CHCSM.  A necessary corollary is a determination of the levels of support each telecommunications provider shall receive.  Of course, support presumes a revenue stream, which also must be fully scrutinized and reformed, as appropriate.

5. Beyond those direct issues, some indirect effects and issues also trace from that Decision.  A listing of suggested issues, direct and indirect in nature, are included with this Decision as Attachment A.  The Commission recognizes the incompleteness of the list in Attachment A and invites the parties to raise other issues for our consideration.

6. With our goal of a thorough evaluation of the CHCSM, the Commission shall order an appropriate process for this important matter.  Consequently, the Staff of the Commission shall conduct an investigation into the CHCSM.  This investigation shall include, at a minimum and as a beginning, workshops.  These workshops shall serve as the forum for the parties to express fully their views on issues identified in Attachment A and any other issues pertaining to the CHCSM a party wishes the Commission to consider.

7. The first workshop will convene at the time and place designated below.  Any party that desires to identify additional issues should file a list of proposed issues with the Commission no later than 12 noon on Wednesday, November 2, 2005.  This filing shall be in an electronic file, in native format, on a diskette, and filed, per usual Commission practice, at the Commission’s Information Center.  All information regarding the workshop(s), including these supplemental issue lists, shall be available on the Commission Website.  All parties seeking to obtain information on this docket should check the Commission Website.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This docket is opened, consistent with the discussion above.

2. The first workshop will be held as specified below:

DATE:
November 18, 2005
TIME:
9:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
Office Level 2 (OL2)
Logan Tower
1580 Logan Street
Denver, Colorado

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 12, 2005.
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�   The Decision adopted, with slight modifications, a stipulation among most of the parties to that case, i.e., “The Third Corrected Stipulation and Settlement Agreement”, which is attached to the Decision as Attachment A.  One provision of the stipulation was the creation of a regulatory mechanism called “Market Regulation.” This mechanism allowed Qwest to withdraw certain of its products and services from its Commission-approved tariffs.
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