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I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On July 15, 2005 Pattie Braden and Robert Braden doing business as Montrose Transit Authority (Montrose Transit Authority), filed an application for temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers and their baggage, in taxi service, between all points in the County of Montrose, State of Colorado, and from all points in the County of Montrose, State of Colorado, on the one hand, to all points in the Counties of Mesa, Delta, Ouray, San Juan, Gunnison, LaPlata, Archuleta, Hinsdale, Pitkin, Dolores, Saguache, and San Miguel, State of Colorado, on the other hand.
2. The Commission gave notice of the application on July 25, 2005.

3. Tazco, Inc., doing business as Sunshine Taxi Inc. (Sunshine Taxi) filed an intervention opposing the grant of this application.
4. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."

5. Montrose Transit Authority must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Montrose Transit Authority fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

6. Seven letters and thirty-nine form letters were filed in support of this application.  In his letter Gene Arzonetti, the General Manager of the Holiday Express in Montrose, Colorado, states “As you probably have heard, Montrose no longer has an operating taxi service.  As a hotel operator in Montrose, I would like to express the dire need for such a service.  For a community the size of Montrose to be without a local taxi service is unthinkable, yet this is where we find ourselves.  Our guests have been very upset about the loss of the previous taxi company and have been greatly inconvenienced.  Many of them arrive by air and have no other means of local transport.  I wholeheartedly support the approval of a dependable local taxi service.”  Warren Waterman, the Sheriff of Montrose County, states “It is my understanding that the Olathe, Montrose, and Colona areas have not had a taxi service in their areas for a few months.  I believe the former taxi service, Delta Transit Company, has gone out of business.  This leaves a large weak spot in our region.  In the past, hundreds of people used and depended on the taxi every month.  I believe a new dependable taxi service is needed in the Montrose area and would be greatly appreciated.”  The authors of the other five letters also express a significant need for taxi service in the Montrose area.

7. The form letters each include the following statement “The Montrose area does not currently have a taxi service.  I don’t know what happened to the old taxi service.  This causes a big problem for people in this area that depended on the taxi.  I believe a new dependable taxi service is needed in the Montrose area and would be greatly appreciated.  Please allow us to have a new taxi in this area.”

8. Only seven signers of the form letters included their address on the letter.  Six of these signers indicate they lived in Montrose, Colorado.  The Commission can only assume that the other thirty-three individuals who signed the form letters live or work in the Montrose, County area.

9. The Commission is aware that Delta Transit Company, Inc. doing business as Delta/Montrose Taxi (Delta/Montrose Taxi) was the main provider of taxi and other transportation services in the Montrose, Colorado area under Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN’s) PUC Nos. 52100 and 55708.  The Commission is also aware that in January 2005 Delta/Montrose Taxi ceased providing transportation services under these certificates.  Delta/Montrose Taxi filed applications with the Commission on July 1, 2005 to abandon operations under CPCN No. 52100 and CPCN No. 55708.  The cessation of taxi services by Delta/Montrose Taxi has significantly decreased the availability of transportation services to residents of Montrose County.

10. Sunshine Taxi, under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC No. 19429, may provide taxi service between points in Mesa County, Colorado, from points in Mesa County to points in Montrose County, and from points in Montrose County to points in Mesa County.  Therefore, an overlap does exist between the taxi service Montrose Transit Authority is requesting to provide from Montrose County to Mesa County and the service Sunshine Taxi may provide under CPCN PUC No. 19429.  However, Delta/Monrose Taxi could provide taxi service from points in Montrose County to points in Mesa County under CPCN PUC No. 52100 before it abandoned its service.  Therefore, granting Montrose Transit Authority authority to provide taxi service from points in Montrose County to points in Mesa County restores the transportation service that had been available from Delta/Montrose Taxi.
C. Conclusions

11. The Commission finds that Montrose Transit Authority has shown that an immediate and urgent need exists for the taxi service requested in this application.  The Commission also finds it has not been shown (except for the portion of the application in which Montrose Transit Authority requests service from points in Montrose County to points in Mesa County) that there is another carrier capable of providing the taxi service.

12. Montrose Transit Authority has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

13. This application for temporary authority is in the public interest.

14. Montrose Transit Authority is advised that the grant of a temporary authority creates no presumption that a permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Pattie Braden and Robert Braden doing business as Montrose Transit Authority (Montrose Transit Authority) is granted temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for a period of 180 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Order, with authority as set forth in the Appendix.

2. Montrose Transit Authority shall operate in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.

3. Montrose Transit Authority shall not commence operation until it has:  (a) caused proof of insurance or surety bond coverage to be filed with the Commission in accordance with applicable rules; (b) paid to the Commission the applicable vehicle identification fee for each vehicle to be operated under authority granted by the Commission; (c) filed a tariff in compliance with applicable Commission rules, with an effective date no earlier than ten days after filing; and (d) received notice in writing from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.
4. If Montrose Transit Authority does not comply with the requirements of this Order within 30 days of its effective date, then the temporary authority shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.

5. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails Order.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
August 3, 2005.
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Transportation of passengers and their baggage in taxi service between all points in the County of Montrose, State of Colorado, and from all points in the County of Montrose, State of Colorado, on the one hand, to all points in the Counties of Mesa, Delta, Ouray, San Juan, Gunnison, LaPlata, Archuleta, Hinsdale, Pitkin, Dolores, Saguache, and San Miguel, State of Colorado, on the other hand.
6

_1171191204.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












