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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On May 27, 2005 Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 647 – Gas along with prefiled testimony in support of the Advice Letter.  In Decision No. C05-0749, the Commission suspended this advice letter and set a prehearing conference for 1:30 p.m. on August 3, 2005.  

2. In order to facilitate the efficient use of time at the prehearing conference, we direct parties to meet and confer regarding possible dates.  Parties are directed to access the Commission calendar on its website [www.dora.state.co.us/puc/calendar/Calendars.htm] for availability of possible hearing dates.  We require Public Service to contact other parties and prefile suggested dates for the following list of issues:

· Dates for filing answer, cross-answer, and rebuttal testimony; 

· Dates for filing accompanying workpapers to testimony; 

· Date(s) for the technical conference on model evaluation (this date should allow enough time before the hearing so questions concerning models can be addressed at the hearing); 

· Suggested hearing dates, and length of hearing;
 

· Suggested dates and locations for public comment hearings; 

· Suggested deadlines for the filing of Stipulations and Settlement Agreements (Settlements);
 and 

· Suggested response times for discovery and audit requests.  

The Commission requires Public Service, after conferring with the Parties, to file the proposed procedural dates on or before noon on August 1, 2005. 

The Commission requires Parties to provide comment at the prehearing conference on the following issues: 

· Whether there is a need for daily transcripts and who shall pay; 

· If, and how, electronic service of documents between parties will be conducted for this case; 

· Whether past electronic information requirements for testimony, exhibits, and settlements filed with the Commission are suitable for this docket;
 

· Whether Phase I revenue requirement and Phase II rate design proposals should be presented distinctly during the hearing; 

· Any suggestions for ensuring that any proposed settlement is supported by the record at the time of settlement; 

· The process for each party which proposes a Phase I revenue requirement or a Phase II rate design to file with the Commission, in executable electronic format, the financial model(s) it used in support of testimony; 

· When Public Service should file any electronic model(s) that it is sponsoring in this Docket; 

· When Public Service should file average customer bill impact (if necessary, see discussion below); and 

· When updated model(s) and bill impact information should be filed if a party’s case changes in subsequent testimony. 

· The Commission also solicits comment on how should each party provide the overall bill impacts of its proposal?  

· What process should the Commission adopt to require such information as a part of the filing by each party proposing a departmental revenue requirement or rate design?  

· Should parties file, in hard copy and electronic format, the average residential and commercial customer impacts of their proposed case, both in dollars and in percentages?  In the past, the Commission has required parties to calculate the bill impact based on an average residential customer gas usage of 76 therms, and an average commercial customer gas usage of 396 therms.  

· Should the Commission specify these average usage levels in this Docket for the purpose of calculating bill impacts, or are there other appropriate usage levels that should be used? 

3. The following parties have filed notices or requests for intervention in this Docket:   

· Atmos Energy Corporation

· Climax Molybdenum Company

· Colorado Business Alliance for Cooperative Utility Practices

· Colorado Natural Gas, Inc.

· Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel

· Colorado Public Utilities Commission

· Energy Outreach Colorado

· Kinder Morgan, Inc.

· Seminole Energy Services, LLC

· United States Department of Defense -- Federal Executive Agencies

Response are due on or before August 1, 2005; the interventions will be discussed at the Prehearing Conference on August 3, 2005. The updated service list attached to this decision as Attachment 1 includes these intervenors and Commission Advisory and Trial Staff.  Parties should use the most current Commission list for service of all filings.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file on or before noon on August 1, 2005, suggested procedural dates stated in paragraph 2 above.

2. Parties shall be prepared to discuss the issues listed in paragraphs 3 and 4 above at the prehearing conference scheduled for 1:30 p.m. on August 3, 2005.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 20, 2005.
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�  We suggest commencing the week of December 5 or 12, 2005.


�  This date should be at least seven calendar days before the first day of hearing, if possible.


�  For electronic filing, the Commission requires parties to file, on 3.5” floppy disk or CD, documents in both the native editable format (e.g., MS-Word or Excel) and if possible in Adobe Acrobat PDF.  In order to minimize the size and allow electronic text searches of the PDF files, all PDF files should be generated from the electronic base format where possible, but can be generated as a scanned image if the base document is not available electronically.
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