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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION of public service company of colorado for an order authorizing it to modify the operation of its electric service quality plan for the 2005 and 2006 plan years.

05M-189EDOCKET NO. 05M-189E

IN THE MATTER OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO 2004 ELECTRIC SERVICE QUALITY OF SERVICE PLAN.  

Order granting motion to consolidate
AND setting prehearing CONFERENCE

Mailed Date:  July 14, 2005

Adopted Date:  July 13, 2005

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed its application to modify the operation of its electric quality of service plan (Application) on June 21, 2005.  The Application proposes to: 1) apply two adjustment factors to the 2005 and 2006 results calculated for the System Average Interruption Duration Index (SAIDI) for the Denver Metro and Boulder regions; 2) use a methodology that is based on historical assumptions regarding the number of customers affected by feeder lockouts for calculating the 2005 and 2006 SAIDI results for geographic regions other than the Denver Metro and Boulder regions; and 3) eliminate bill credits associated with the customer complaint performance measurement if new electric rules are adopted that require Public Service to regularly advise its customers of their opportunity to submit a complaint to the Commission’s External Affairs section.  

2. Public Service also filed a motion to consolidate (Motion) this Application,  Docket No. 05A-268E, with Docket No. 05M-189E, the matter set for hearing to address issues concerning Public Service’s electric quality of service plan (QSP) results for 2004.  According to Public Service, Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-79 provides that the Commission may consolidate proceedings where the issues are substantially similar and the rights of the parties will not be prejudiced.  Public Service asserts that the adjustments that it made to SAIDI results in its 2004 QSP report are substantially the same type of adjustments that it proposes to be used to report its 2005 and 2006 SAIDI results.  

3. On July 5, 2005, Staff of the Commission (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed notices of intervention.  Staff also filed on July 5, 2005 a response to Public Service’s Motion.  OCC supports the Motion.  Staff does not oppose the Motion.  However, Staff points out that the legal and policy considerations are not the same for the various plan years.

4. Now being duly advised in the matter, we set the Application for hearing before the Commission and grant the Motion to consolidate Docket Nos. 05A-268E and 05M-189E.

5. We therefore set a prehearing conference for July 28, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. to establish a procedural schedule.  The parties should be prepared at the prehearing conference to discuss dates for:  1) filing direct testimony and exhibits; 2) filing answer testimony and exhibits; 3) filing rebuttal testimony and exhibits; 4) filing cross-answer testimony and exhibits; 5) filing prehearing motions; 6) filing any stipulation reached; 7) hearing; and 8) filing post-hearing statement of positions.  Parties should also be prepared to discuss matters pertaining to discovery.  Finally, parties should be prepared to discuss whether the Commission should address as part of this proceeding Public Service’s proposal to eliminate the bill credit associated with the QSP customer complaint measurement.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application to modify the operation of Public Service Company of Colorado’s (Public Service) electric quality of service plan for the years 2005 and 2006 filed by Public Service on June 21, 2005 is set for hearing.

2. The motion to consolidate filed by Public Service on June 21, 2005 is granted. 

3. A prehearing conference will be held at the Colorado Public Utilities Commission on:

DATE:
July 28, 2005

TIME:
9:00 a.m. 

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
Office Level 2 (OL2)
1580 Logan Street
Denver, Colorado

4. The parties must be prepared to discuss at the prehearing conference the matters set forth above.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
July 13, 2005.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


GREGORY E. SOPKIN
________________________________


POLLY PAGE
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER CARL MILLER
ABSENT.
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� By granting the Motion we remove Docket No. 05M-189E back to the Commission for hearing.  All procedural dates established in Decision No. R05-0814-I, Docket No. 05M-189E are vacated.
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