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Adopted Date:  July 6, 2005

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On May 23, 2005, we convened a pre-hearing conference in this matter to set a procedural schedule regarding hearing on the Settlement Agreement entered into between Qwest Corporation (Qwest) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC).  As a result of that hearing, the parties agreed to hold a status conference on July 6, 2005 to present to the Commission, an update of the settlement negotiations, dates for a hearing on any settlement entered into, and the number of days anticipated for a hearing, as well as an indication of the witnesses each party will present at hearing.

2. On July 6, 2005, we convened the above ordered status conference at 1:30 p.m. in Hearing Room A.  Entering appearances were Qwest, Commission Staff, OCC, WorldCom, Inc., AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., Covad Communications Company, and Global Crossing Local Services, Inc., via telephone.  

3. In providing an update of the settlement negotiations, counsel for Qwest indicated that no settlement was imminent as of the date of the hearing.  As a result of that representation (which no other party disputed) the Commission accepted recommendations for hearing dates on the settlement between Qwest and OCC.  

4. Based on the discussion of the parties, a hearing on the Qwest/OCC settlement is set for September 12 and 13, 2005.  Direct testimony of Qwest and OCC will be due by the close of business on July 22, 2005.  Answer testimony of any party that wishes to participate shall be due by the close of business on August 19, 2005.  The cut off date for discovery on issues raised in direct testimony is August 19, 2005.  The cut off date for discovery on issues raised in answer testimony is September 2, 2005.  All discovery disputes shall be handled by an administrative law judge.  

5. As we indicated in Decision No. C05-0455, we found the general proposals of the settlement agreement compelling and encouraging.  We still find it worthwhile to determine whether a global, comprehensive agreement can be reached, or whether the Settlement Agreement between Qwest and OCC can be modified to adequately address the concerns we expressed in Decision No. C05-0455.  We therefore strongly encourage the parties to continue negotiations in this matter during the pre-hearing process.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. A hearing and procedural schedule regarding the proposed Settlement Agreement between Qwest Corporation and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel shall be conducted as follows:

Direct Testimony Due:
July 22, 2005

Answer Testimony Due
August 19, 2005

Discovery Cut Off On Direct Testimony Issues:
August 19, 2005

Discovery Cut Off On Answer Testimony Issues:
September 2, 2005

HEARING DATES:
September 12 and 13, 2005

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

2. All discovery disputes shall be handled by an administrative law judge.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ STATUS CONFERENCE
July 6, 2005.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
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