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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The Applicant, Clear Creek County Board of County Commissioners (Board) filed an application for a 9-1-1-surcharge increase to $1.25 per access line on May 20, 2005.  Filed concurrently with the application was a separate motion for Commission approval of alternative form of notice to customers by placement of an advertisement in the legal section of its local newspapers.  The motion was approved by the Commission in Decision No. C05-0642, dated June 8, 2005.  By this application and under the provisions of § 29-11-102(2)(b), C.R.S., the Board seeks authorization from the Commission for an increase of the 9-1-1-surcharge rate to $1.25 per access line per month.  The Commission gave 30-day notice of the application on May 25, 2005.

2. The Board has provided proper notice with the advertisement to customers within the Clear Creek County area.  The matter is uncontested.

B. Findings and Conclusions

3. The Clear Creek County Sheriff’s Office Communications Center is the only Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) within the county.  It dispatches emergency calls for the Sheriff’s Office, Clear Creek Fire Authority, Clear Creek Ambulance, Idaho Springs Police Department, Empire Marshall’s Office, and Georgetown Marshall’s Office.  It also manages all incoming 911 calls for a portion of the Evergreen Fire Protection District and for a large portion of the Central City Parkway in both Clear Creek and Gilpin Counties.  The PSAP provides Enhanced 9-1-1 (E9-1-1) emergency telephone service within the entirety of Clear Creek County.

4. The PSAP serves an area of 396 square miles with a population of 9,322 (per the 2000 U.S. census).  Interstate 70 bisects the county, which brings a transient population through it of 60,000 people per day.  This influx resulted in the PSAP handling 6,238 emergency 9-1-1 calls in 2004.  A large portion of 9-1-1 calls were made over cell phones whose users are not county residents, and thus do not pay a monthly surcharge to Clear Creek County.  

5. The PSAP’s funding comes primarily from one source, the 9-1-1-surcharge revenue (estimated to be $87,000 for 2005).  The current monthly surcharge rate of $.70 has been in effect since January 1, 2001.

6. The Board maintains that Commission approval of the 9-1-1 surcharge increase to $1.25 per access line would increase revenues for 2006 and beyond by over $68,000, and would be used to pay for $40,000 in recurring annual salaries and a one-time payment of $100,000 in needed communications equipment upgrades for the PSAP.

7. The Commission deems the application complete.  The Commission concludes that the proposed increase in the surcharge is just and reasonable and in the public interest, and therefore should be approved.  The funds realized from the increase in the surcharge will be utilized to pay for allowable services as set forth in § 29-11-104(2), C.R.S.
  The increase in the surcharge is necessary to allow for the continued provision of emergency telephone services in Clear Creek County, and therefore the application should be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application of the Clear Creek County Board of County Commissioners to increase the emergency telephone charge to $1.25 per access line per month effective January 1, 2006, is deemed complete and granted.

2. The Clear Creek County Board of County Commissioners shall notify by registered mail every service supplier at least 90 days before the new rate will become effective.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 6, 2005.
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	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


GREGORY E. SOPKIN
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� Because the Board is based on a cooperative intergovernmental agreement in a county with a population of less than 50,000, it is authorized to use these funds for personnel expenses.  See § 29-11-104(2)(b), C.R.S.
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