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Order of the commission pertaining
to certification of facilities

Mailed Date:  July 1, 2005

Adopted Date:  June 29, 2005

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Sections (d) and (e) of Rule 18 of the Commission’s Electric Utility Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, require each Colorado electric utility to file a schedule of its proposed new construction or extensions of generation and transmission facilities for the next three calendar years, no later than April 30 of each year.

2. Rules 18(d)(2) and (e)(2) further provide that the Commission shall issue its decision on whether a certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN), or a formal determination regarding the necessity of a CPCN, is required within 60 days of April 30 of the calendar year in which the data are filed.

3. Rule 18(g) provides that the information filed by each utility shall be public information, available for inspection at the offices of the Commission during regular business days and hours.  The rule further provides that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all those who, in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations.  Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments about the identified projects within 15 days of the filing of the data.

4. The Commission issued notice of the data filing on May 31, 2005, and a 15-day period for comments ended June 16, 2005.  No comments were filed.

5. The following utilities submitted proposed projects:

Mountain View Electric Association, Inc.

Public Service Company of Colorado

Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc.

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

White River Electric Association, Inc

Aquila, Inc.

Grand Valley Power , Inc.

6. New projects were reported as listed below by company:

Mountain View Electric Association, Inc.

(No new projects)

Public Service Company of Colorado

Sandown-Leetsdale 115kV Line

Capitol Hill-North 115kV Transmission Line Upgrade

Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc.

Plum Creek Substation

Homestead Substation

Happy Canyon Substation

Soda Lakes Substation

Brick Center Substation

Brick Center-Bennett Transmission Line

Comanche 3 Generation – ownership share

Sulphur Substation

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

Deering Lake-Wray (T-S) 115kV Reliability Additions

White River Electric Association, Inc.

Corral Gulch Substation

Meeker Gas Plant

Exxon Mobil Gas Plant

Aquila, Inc. 

(No new projects)

Grand Valley Power

(No new projects)

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. No certificate of public convenience and necessity shall be required for the following White River Electric Association, Inc. projects:

Corral Gulch Substation, in-service October 2005.

Meeker Gas Plant, in-service October 2006.

Exxon Mobil Gas Plant, in-service October 2005.

2. No certificate of public convenience and necessity shall be required for the following Public Service Company of Colorado project:

Capitol Hill-North 115kV Transmission Line Upgrade, in-service December 2005.

3. No certificate of public convenience and necessity shall be required for the following Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc. projects:

Sulphur Substation, in-service March 2006.

Plum Creek Substation, in-service June 2006.

Homestead Substation, in-service October 2006.

Happy Canyon Substation, in-service June 2007.

Soda Lakes Substation, in-service May 2007.

Brick Center Substation, in-service November 2007.

Brick Center to Bennett Transmission Line, in-service November 2007.

Comanche 3 Generation – ownership share, in-service October 2009.

4. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file for a certificate of public convenience and necessity or for a formal determination that no certificate of public convenience and necessity is required for the following projects:  a) Comanche-Midway-Daniels Park 345kV Line, in-service April 2009 - an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity determination was filed February 16, 2005, under Docket No. 05A-072E; and b) Sandown-Leetsdale 115kV Line, in-service May 2009.  The filing shall include, but shall not be limited to:

(a)
a map showing the general area or actual locations where facilities will be constructed, population centers, major highways, state boundaries, county boundaries;

(b)
electric one line diagrams including substation one line diagrams; 

(c)
information on alternatives studied, costs for those alternatives, criteria used to rank or eliminate alternatives;

(d)
justification for the preferred alternative, including technical and/or economic studies;

(e)
demonstration that the public convenience and necessity of Colorado consumers require granting of the application; and

(f)
a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented.

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. shall file for a certificate of public convenience and necessity or for a formal determination that no certificate of public convenience and necessity is required for the following projects:  a) Durango-Hespurus 115kV Loop Project, in-service December 2006, per Decision No. C03-0707; b) Archuleta County System Improvement Project (formerly Bayfield-Pagosa 115kV Loop Project), in-service December 2006, per Decision No. C03-0707; and c) San Luis Valley 230kV Loop (formerly San Luis Valley-Walsenburg 230kV Line), in-service December 2009, certificate of public 

convenience and necessity determination required per Decision No. C03-0707.  The filing shall include, but shall not be limited to:

(a)
a map showing the general area or actual locations where facilities will be constructed, population centers, major highways, state boundaries, county boundaries;

(b)
electric one line diagrams including substation one line diagrams; 

(c)
information on alternatives studied, costs for those alternatives, criteria used to rank or eliminate alternatives;

(d)
justification for the preferred alternative, including technical and/or economic studies;

(e)
demonstration that the public convenience and necessity of Colorado consumers require granting of the application; and

(f)
a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented.

5. No certificate of public convenience and necessity shall be required for the following Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. project:

Deering Lake-Wray (T-S) 115kV Reliability Additions, in-service December 2006.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 29, 2005.
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� Per Commission Decision No. C05-0049 in consolidated Docket Nos. 04A-214E, 04A-215E, and 04A-216E (effective December 17, 2004), the Commission, as part of its approval of the Settlement Agreement in that matter, granted Public Service Company of Colorado a CPCN for construction of Comanche 3, as well as ownership of the 750 mw of generation from that facility.  The Commission also approved transfer of ownership of 250 mw to Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc. (IREA), and/or Holy Cross Electric Association, Inc.  Therefore, no CPCN is required of IREA for its ownership share of Comanche 3.
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