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ORDER CLOSING THE INVESTIGATIVE
DOCKET, WITH NO FURTHER ACTION
REQUIRED BY EITHER pioneer OR CENTURYTEL

Mailed Date:  June 10, 2005

Adopted Date:  June 8, 2005

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for a decision based upon cost study information received by Commission Staff from both Pioneer Communications (Pioneer) and CenturyTel of Colorado, Inc. (CenturyTel) fulfilling the directives of Decision No. C05-0339 dated April 1, 2005.  In that decision, a community of interest was declared to exist in the Manter West exchange of Pioneer, based on calling volumes from that exchange to the Walsh exchange of CenturyTel.  Rule 4 Code of Colorado (CCR) 723-2-17.3 has specific standards on call volumes that must be met for a pair of exchanges to qualify for consideration of conversion from toll to local calling.  The standard calls for calling volumes to exceed an average of four calls per customer per month, and that an average of two calls per month must be made by at least 50 percent of the customers.

2. Updated customer count information (which increased the number of customers from 23 to 27) for the Manter West exchange (contained in Pioneer’s cost study) showed that less than 50 percent of the customers in the exchange made two or more calls per month to the Walsh exchange.  Thus, the community of interest standard in Rule 4 CCR 723-2-17.3.3 has not been met.

3. Because the Community of Interest standard has not been met, the Commission can no longer consider expanding the local calling area of the Manter West exchange on its own initiative.  However, if the customers of Pioneer in the Manter West exchange wish to separately pursue this expansion, they may do so under the provisions of the Alternate Criteria Standard (Rule 4 CCR 723-2-17.3.3.2) or of Incremental Extended Area Service (Rule 4 CCR 723-2-17.3.4).

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This docket is closed with no further action required on the part of either Pioneer Telephone Company or CenturyTel of Colorado, Inc.

2. Commission Staff will revisit calling volumes at the next biennial local calling area review at the end of 2006.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 8, 2005.
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