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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission on Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance, and Request for Hearing (Notice and Request), filed by the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) on May 20, 2005.

2. The Commission opened this docket on April 1, 2005, in order to determine if the local calling area in the Ordway exchange should be expanded to include the Pueblo exchange of Qwest Corporation.

3. In its Notice and Request, the OCC expresses concern over the potential for an increase in residential rates resulting from the approval of an expanded local calling area in the Ordway exchange.  The OCC also expresses concern over whether the proposed expansion will be mandatory or optional to affected customers.

4. Under the circumstances, the Commission finds that the OCC should be granted intervention in this docket as a matter of right.  In addition, the OCC’s request for hearing should be granted as well.  The matter will be referred to an administrative law judge for further proceedings.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Office of Consumer Counsel is granted intervention in this matter, as of right.

2. The Office of Consumer Counsel’s request for hearing is granted, and the matter is referred to an administrative law judge for further proceedings.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 1, 2005.
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