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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Factual and Procedural Background.

1. This matter comes before the Commission on an application of Golden West Commuter, LLC, (Golden West) for temporary approval to abandon its lease of Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC No. 55725, and its sub-lease of CPCN PUC Nos. 50790, 52940, 55363, and 55519.
  Golden West leased these certificates from Owner/United Corporation, doing business as Blue Sky Shuttle (Blue Sky).  Blue Sky, in turn, is the owner of PUC No. 55725, and leases all the remaining certificates from Schafer-Schonewill and Associates, Inc., doing business as Englewood Express and/or Wolf Express Shuttle (Wolf).

2. As part of the lease and sub-lease agreements, Blue Sky apparently agreed to provide a certain number of drivers to work under contract in order to conduct operations under these CPCNs.  Golden West was to supervise these drivers in order to ensure service quality.  Ultimately, however, they did not meet Golden West’s criteria for drivers, and this led to Golden West’s terminating the drivers, as well as terminating the lease and sub-lease, and to the applications now before the Commission.

3. Golden West asserts that a grant of these lease and sub-lease abandonment applications will return matters to the status quo ante, i.e., the way things were prior to the Commission’s approval of the lease and sub-lease of the authorities.  In addition, Golden West asserts that one of the reasons for its request for emergency temporary approval here is to ensure that operations continue to be conducted under the authorities by either the lessor or owner of said authorities.

4. The Commission issued public notice of these applications on March 21, 2005.  Interventions, if any, were due within five days.  As of March 28, 2005 no parties had intervened, and no public comments had been received.

5. On March 29, 2005, the Commission received a facsimile transmission from counsel representing Wolf confirming that it does not oppose either the temporary or the permanent application.

6. Blue Sky has not intervened or otherwise entered an appearance in this matter.

7. Inasmuch as the temporary application has now been properly noticed and is unopposed, the Commission will now grant it.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The temporary application of Golden West Commuter, LLC, to abandon its sub-leases of Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 50790, 52940, 55363, and 55519 is granted.

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 30, 2005.
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�  Golden West’s application also seeks permanent approval to abandon the lease and sub-leases.  That portion of the application is not before us today.
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