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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Factual and Procedural Background

1. This matter comes before the Commission on motion by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) to extend the deadlines for the filing of testimony in the above-entitled docket.  Staff’s motion here is unopposed, and seeks to move the deadline for Staff’s answer testimony from February 18, 2005 to March 7, 2005, and to move the deadline for Public Service Company of Colorado’s rebuttal testimony from March 10, 2005, to March 14, 2005.  Staff’s motion specifically seeks to retain the hearing dates in this matter, currently set for March 17 and 18, 2005.  Also, because the motion is unopposed, Staff requests that response time be waived.

2. In its motion, Staff represents that the parties jointly believe there is a reasonable likelihood of a negotiated settlement to this matter, and that the best use of the parties’ time is to pursue those settlement negotiations rather than to file testimony immediately.

B. Discussion.

3. There is good cause for Staff’s unopposed motion to be granted.  In addition, however, the Commission is aware of a scheduling conflict that must be resolved here as well.  The Commission has on its calendar a Deliberation Meeting in Docket No. 04S-164E scheduled for the afternoon of March 17, 2005.  Therefore, the Commission will vacate that portion of the hearing in Docket No. 04A-566E that was scheduled for the afternoon of March 17, 2005, but will maintain the hearings on this matter for the morning of March 17, 2005, and all day on March 18, 2005, if needed.

4. By granting Staff’s motion here, it is reasonable to assume that, on or before March 7, 2005, the parties will have a clearer idea of the prospects for settlement.  At that time, the parties should be able to inform the Commission as to whether:  a) a settlement has in fact occurred; b) more time is needed to pursue negotiations; or c) hearing should proceed on the morning of March 17, 2005, and as needed on March 18, 2005.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission’s unopposed motion to extend the deadlines for filing testimony in this matter is granted.

2. The hearing in this matter, currently scheduled for the afternoon of March 17, 2005, is vacated.  The hearing dates scheduled for 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on March 17, 2005, and beginning again at 9:00 a.m. March 18, 2005, are retained.

3. The parties are directed to inform the Commission, on or before March 7, 2005, as to whether:  a) a settlement has in fact occurred; b) more time is needed to pursue negotiations; or c) hearing should proceed on the morning of March 17, 2005 and continue as needed on March 18, 2005.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 25, 2005.
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