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I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a letter filed on February 11, 2005 by Las Animas County Rehabilition Center, Inc.  In this letter, Las Animas County Rehabilition Center, Inc. requests an extension of time to meet the filing requirements of Decision No. C04-1426.

2. Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. filed an application on October 28, 2004 for permanent authority to conduct operations as a contract carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers and their baggage between all points in the Counties of Huerfano, and Las Animas, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the Counties of Denver, El Paso, and Pueblo, on the other hand.  The application was restricted to providing transportation services for:  (A) passengers who are clients of Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc., 1205 Congress Drive, Trinidad, Colorado 81082; (B) passengers who are clients of Southern Colorado Developmental Disabilities Services, Inc., 1205 Congress Drive, Trinidad, Colorado 81082; and (C) passengers who are recipients of Medicaid.

3. The Commission granted this permanent authority application by Decision No. C04-1427 in Docket No. 04A-555BP on December 7, 2004.

4. Ordering Paragraph No. 5 of Decision No. C04-1427 required Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. to file a certificate of insurance, a tariff, and pay the issuance fee and appropriate annual vehicle identification fee.

5. Ordering Paragraph No. 6 of Decision No. C04-1427 states “If Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. does not comply with the requirements of this Order within 60 days of its effective date, then the authority to conduct operations shall be void.”  The 60-day period for compliance with these requirements expired on February 5, 2005.

6. Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. did not complete the filing requiremetns of Decision No. C04-1427 by February 5, 2005.
7. In the letter of February 11, 2005, Duane Roy the Executive Director of Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. states “We were hesitant to file initially as we understood that there is some discussion at the State level regarding non-emergent medical transportation for persons with Developmental disabilities enrolled in the HCB-DD Medicaid Waiver.  Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. provides 24 hour comprehensive services to 38 individuals in Las Animas and Huerfano Counties under this waiver.  It is these individuals that would be the primary recipients of the requested transportation services.  Although the issue is not completely resolved, we are now choosing to go forward with our request for authority.  We believe that we can supply the requested documents within three to five days of your notification of extension.”
8. The Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Finance (HCPF) administers the distribution of Medicaid benefits throughout the State of Colorado.  Included in these Medicaid benefits are payments for various types of transportation services.  The Commission is aware that HCPF has recently been advising social service agencies such as Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. that they made need authority from the Commission to be eligible to receive payment for Medicaid transportation.  The Commission is also aware that a certain level of confusion currently exists as to which social service agencies need authority from this Commission to receive payment for Medicaid funded transportation services.  Those social service agencies seeking to receive payment from Medicaid funded transportation services in general do need authority from this Commission.  Therefore, Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. may have been uncertain if it needed authority from this Commission to provide Medicaid transportation services for its clients.
9. The Commission finds that Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. has shown good cause for additional time to comply with the filing requirements of Decision No. C04-1427.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The letter filed by Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. on February 11, 2005 is construed as a Motion for additional time to comply with Decision No. C04-1427.
2. Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc. is granted an additional 30 days from the date of this Order to to comply with the fiing requirements of Decision No. C04-1427.
3. The 20-day time-period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, re-argument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
February 15, 2005.
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Transportation of passengers and their baggage between all points in the Counties of Huerfano, and Las Animas, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the Counties of Denver, El Paso, and Pueblo, on the other hand.
This permit is restricted to providing transportation services for:  (A) passengers who are clients of Las Animas County Rehabilitation Center, Inc., 1205 Congress Drive, Trinidad, Colorado 81082; (B) passengers who are clients of Southern Colorado Developmental Disabilities Services, Inc., 1205 Congress Drive, Trinidad, Colorado 81082; and (C) passengers who are recipients of Medicaid.
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