C05-0073Decision No. C05-0073
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

02A-351RDOCKET NO. 02A-351R
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, 100 THIRD STREET, CASTLE ROCK, COLORADO, 80104; FOR AUTHORITY TO CONSTRUCT TITAN ROAD AS A GRADE SEPARATION AT THE CROSSING OF THE ROADWAY WITH THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY; IN DOUGLAS COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO.

commission ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION

Mailed Date:  January 14, 2005

Adopted Date: January 12, 2005

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On June 26, 2002, Douglas County, Colorado filed an application requesting authority to construct Titan Road as a new railroad grade separation underpass, south of the existing crossing of the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR) at railroad milepost 18.55, DOT No. 921-032Y, in Douglas County, State of Colorado.

2. The Commission gave notice of this application to all interested parties including the adjacent property owners, in accordance with § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S.  This Notice was mailed on July 1, 2002

3. On July 1, 2002, the Commission Staff filed an Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention. 

4. On July 3, 2002, the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) filed an Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention

5. On July 30, 2002, Suburban Propane LP filed an Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention.

6. On August 8, 2002, the UPRR filed an Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention

7. On August 19, 2002, the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway (BNSF) filed an Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention

8. On November 26, 2004, the Commission received as a late filed exhibit a copy of the Construction and Maintenance Agreement approved by the UPPR and Douglas County dated November 1, 2004.

9. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter under § 40-4-106(2)(a) & (3)(a), C.R.S.

The Commission has reviewed the record in this matter and deems the application complete within the meaning of  § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

B. Findings of Fact

10. The purpose of this application is to obtain Commission approval of the proposed construction of Titan Road as a grade separated underpass of the UPRR in Douglas County, State of Colorado.

11. Notice of the proposed construction of the separation structure has been given by the Commission to all interested parties, including adjacent property owners.  No intervention was received in opposition to the application.

12. A new two lane roadway will be constructed approximately 800 feet south of the existing Titan Road/ Titan Court intersection, will travel under the UPRR and curve to the north to reconnect with Titan Road.

13. The average daily traffic on Titan Road is 245 vehicles per day with a projected increase to 360 vehicles per day by the year 2020.  There are currently 40 train movements per day with a maximum speed of 45 mph.

14. According to the application, Douglas County and UPRR have agreed to a 50/50 cost allocation for this project.  Detail of the cost allocation is contained in the Agreement dated November 1, 2004 

15. Maintenance of the bridges, piers, abutments, grading, surfaces and roadway drainage will be the responsibility of Douglas County and maintenance of tracks, railroad bridges and operating facilities shall continue to be the responsibility of UPRR, in accordance with the Agreement by and between these parties, dated November 1, 2004.
16. The public safety, convenience, and necessity require, and will be served by, the granting of this application.

C. Conclusions 

17. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter under § 40-4-106(2)(a) & (3)(a), C.R.S.

18. No intervention was received in opposition to this application.  The application is uncontested and unopposed.

19. The Commission will determine this matter on the record, without a formal hearing under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 24, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4CCR 723-l.

II. ORDER:

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Douglas County, Colorado is granted authority to construct Titan Road as a new railroad grade separation underpass, south of the existing crossing of the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR) at railroad milepost 18.55, DOT No. 921-032Y, in Douglas County, State of Colorado 

2. The construction approved in Ordering Paragraph No. 1 above and the operation and maintenance therof shall be in accordance with the Agreement, dated November 1, 2004, by and between Douglas County and the Union Pacific Railroad Company.

3. The cost allocation shall be 50/50 in accordance with the Agreement dated November 1, 2004 by and between Douglas County and the Union Pacific Railroad Company

4. The Commission retains jurisdiction to make further orders as required in this matter.

5. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 12, 2005

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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