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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an Application to Discontinue or Curtail Jurisdictional Telecommunications Services filed by SunWest Communications, Inc. (SunWest) on November 22, 2004.  SunWest seeks to discontinue its jurisdictional telecommunications service it provides through the resale of Qwest Telecommunications Services (Qwest), the provisioning of unbundled network element-loop services and the provision of services using unbundled network element-platform mechanisms.

2. SunWest proposes a disconnection plan wherein the current customers served by SunWest pursuant to the aforementioned mechanisms will be able to either migrate to Qwest or select the services of another Competitive Local Exchange Carrier provider.  The proposed effective date of the discontinuance was December 27, 2004.

3. On November 29, 2004, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed, giving notice to all interested persons.  Interventions were due on or before December 29, 2004.  On December 21, 2004, the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Notice of Intervention of Right and Entry of Appearance in this Application.  Qwest filed its Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention of Right on December 22, 2004.  

4. In its Notice of Intervention the OCC indicated that it is concerned that SunWest’s customers receive accurate and timely information regarding options available to continue their telephone service as well as all protections necessary to ensure continuity of service through any transition to a default provider in accordance with Commission rules.  The OCC also indicated that the parties have begun discussions regarding transition issues.  The OCC states that it believes that a prompt resolution is at hand and a hearing will not be required at this time.  

5. Qwest indicated in its pleading that it has reached an agreement with SunWest regarding many of the issues related to SunWest’s application and market exit which, according to Qwest, should allow for a smooth transition of SunWest’s customers.  Qwest also states that it and SunWest will be filing the terms of that agreement with the Commission in this proceeding.  In addition, Qwest requests that SunWest’s application be approved without the need for a hearing.

6. We are pleased that the parties are working together to ensure a smooth transition of SunWest’s customers’ in this matter without the delay of a hearing.  We encourage the parties to continue that work to achieve a transition plan that benefits all parties, especially end users.  As is the case in these matters, the welfare of SunWest’s end users is of paramount interest.  No customer should be without a dial tone as a result of this discontinuance process.  

7. We therefore deem the application of SunWest to discontinue jurisdictional telecommunications service complete.  We further order the parties to file a comprehensive Settlement Agreement or provide us with a status report as to their progress no later than ten days from the effective date of this Order.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed by SunWest Communications, Inc. on November 11, 2004 to Discontinue or Curtail Jurisdictional Telecommunications Service is deemed complete.

2. Qwest Telecommunications Services, Office of Consumer Counsel and SunWest Communications, Inc. shall, within ten days of the effective date of this Order file the Settlement Agreement or a status report on the progress the parties have made in the settlement of this Application.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 5, 2005.
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