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I. STATEMENT

1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission issues this Supplemental Notice of Proposed Rulemaking regarding its rules regulating telephone utilities and providers. The intent of the proposed rules is to repeal and reenact with modifications the rules found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2, 4 CCR 723-7, 4 CCR 723-12, 4 CCR 723-13, 4 CCR723-18, 4 CCR 723-22, 4 CCR 723-24, 4 CCR 723-25, 4 CCR 723-27, 4 CCR 723-28, 4 CCR723-29, 4 CCR 723-30, 4 CCR 723-34, 4 CCR 723-38, 4 CCR 723-39, 4 CCR 723-40, 4 CCR 723-41, 4 CCR 723-42, 4 CCR 723-43, 4 CCR 723-44, 4 CCR 723-45, 4 CCR 723-46, 4 CCR 723-48, 4 CCR 723-49, 4 CCR 723-52, and 4 CCR 723-53.

2. The Commission last issued a Supplemental Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (Notice) in this docket, specifically Decision No. R04-0790 (Mailed Date of July 16, 2004) published in the August 10, 2004 edition of The Colorado Register.  That Notice scheduled a rulemaking hearing in this case for September 20, 2004.  The Commission now issues this Supplemental Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.

3. This order supplements Decision No. R04-0790 only by adding an additional rulemaking hearing date in March of 2005. The intent of this proceeding (i.e., to repeal and reenact Commission rules relating to telephone utilities and providers) is more fully described in Decision No. C03-1393. Interested persons should review Decision No. C03-1393 to become fully informed of the rulemaking proposals in this docket.

4. As stated in Decision No. C03-1393, the proposed repeal and reenactment of the Commission's telephone rules in this docket is part of a greater Commission effort to revise and recodify its current rules. The proposed repeal and reenactment is intended to update the existing rules related to telephone utilities and providers; to make the rules related to telephone utilities and providers consistent, to the extent possible, with other Commission rules; to improve administration and enforcement of relevant provisions of Title 40 of the Colorado Revised Statutes; to eliminate unnecessary or burdensome regulation; and to improve the regulation of proceedings before the Commission. A copy of the proposed rules to be considered in this docket is attached to Decision No. C03-1393.

5. The statutory authority for the proposed rules is found at §§ 6-1-905(3), C.R.S.; 29-11-106, C.R.S.; 39-32-105, C.R.S.; 40-2-108, C.R.S.; 40-3-101-103, C.R.S.; 40-3-104, C.R.S.; 40-3-111, C.R.S.; 40-4-101, C.R.S.; 40-15-108, C.R.S.; 40-15-112, C.R.S.;  40-15-201, C.R.S.; 40-15-202, C.R.S.; 40-15-203.5, C.R.S.; 40-15-208, C.R.S.; 40-15-302, C.R.S.; 40-15-502(5) and (6), C.R.S.; 40-15-503, C.R.S.; and 40-17-101-104, C.R.S.

6. Chairman Gregory Sopkin is designated the Hearing Commissioner in this case and will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules and related issues at the below stated time and place. Interested persons may submit written comments on the rules and present these orally at hearing, unless the Hearings Commissioner deems oral presentations unnecessary.  

7. In view of the previous, numerous, and generous opportunities to provide written comment in this proceeding, the participants and the public are advised that, absent further Order based on a finding that extraordinary circumstances exist, the Commission will not consider written comments received after February 28, 2005.  The parties are urged to refrain from submitting comments duplicative of those already on the record in this matter.

8. Similarly, in view of the informal workshops which preceded initiation of this proceeding and the extensive hearings held in this proceeding, as the hearing officer presiding in this docket, I deem it unnecessary to afford interested persons the opportunity to make oral presentations at the upcoming hearing.  See § 24-4-103(4)(a), C.R.S.  Consequently, the participants and the public are advised that, absent further Order based on a finding that extraordinary circumstances exist, no person will be permitted to make an oral presentation at the scheduled hearing.

9. Additional hearing date and procedure at hearing:  The next hearing in this rulemaking proceeding will be held on March 14, 2005.  
II. ORDER

A. It is Ordered That:

1. This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Secretary of State for publication in the next Colorado Register.  

2. Hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held before a Hearing Commissioner beginning at:

TIME:
9:00 am

DATE:
March 14, 2005

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

3. Interested persons must submit their written comments by February 28, 2005 if they are to be considered.  

4. Oral comments, and late-filed comments will be accepted only upon a finding that extraordinary circumstances warrant receiving these types of testimony.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.
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