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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) gives notice of proposed rulemaking regarding Rules pertaining to the provisioning of the abbreviated dialing code 3‑1‑1, to be used by a governmental entity to provide non-emergency police and other governmental information to its citizens.  These rules are enacted within the authority granted to the Commission by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) pursuant to In the Matter of the Use of N11 Codes and Other Abbreviated Dialing Arrangements, CC Docket No. 92-105, First Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Adopted February 18, 1997, Released February 19, 1997.  FCC 97-51 (First Report and Order).  In that order, the FCC determined that the U.S. Department of Justice had demonstrated that assignment of an N11 dialing code for nationwide access to non-emergency police telephone calls was in the public interest, and therefore assigned 3‑1‑1 for that purpose.  We find that implementation of the 3‑1‑1 dialing code for non-emergency police and other governmental information services will help alleviate congestion on 9‑1‑1 circuits, which in turn will permit more effective operation of 9‑1‑1 emergency services.

2. These rules also further the FCC’s directive that government entities may request the use of 3‑1‑1 and that local jurisdictions shall determine whether 3‑1‑1 should be used locally to reach other governmental services in addition to non-emergency police services.  These emergency rules also follow the FCC’s finding that state public utilities commissions, in conjunction with state and local governments, can address any conflicting requests for use of 3‑1‑1.

3. In Decision No. C04-0525, effective May 26, 2004, we adopted these rules as emergency rules because we found their immediate adoption imperative and necessary to provide a process for implementation of the 3‑1‑1 dialing code in Colorado in a timely manner.  We now issue this Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in order to make those emergency rules permanent.

4. A copy of the Rules is attached to this notice of proposed rulemaking.  The statutory authority for the proposed Rules is found within §§ 40-2-108, 40-3-101, 40-4-101, and 24-4-103(6), C.R.S.  

5. The Commission will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules and related issues at the below stated time and place.  Interested persons may submit written comments on the rules and present these orally at hearing, unless the Commission deems oral presentations unnecessary.  The Commission also encourages interested persons to submit written comments before the hearing scheduled in this matter.  In the event interested persons wish to file comments before the hearing, the Commission requests that such comments be filed ten days prior to the hearing date.  The Commission will consider all submissions. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State for publication in the July 12, 2004 edition of The Colorado Register.  

2. Hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held before an Administrative Law Judge as follows:

DATE:
August 9, 2004

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
Office Level 2 (OL2)
Logan Tower
1580 Logan Street
Denver, Colorado

3. At the time set for hearing, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the Commission deems oral comments unnecessary.

4. All interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally at the time of the hearing, unless the Commission determines that oral presentations are unnecessary.

5. Interested persons are encouraged to submit their written comments fourteen days before the hearing.  However, all written comments received on or before the hearing will be considered.

6. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 16, 2004.
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