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I. statement

1. On December 22, 2003, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), filed a Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and for Waiver of Response Time (Motion) in the captioned proceeding.

2. The Motion requests that the December 22, 2003, deadline established by Decision No. R03-1314-I for the submission of answer testimony and exhibits by the OCC and the Staff of the Commission (Staff) be extended to December 29, 2003.  As grounds for its request, the OCC states that the parties are continuing their attempts to informally resolve this case by addressing the fifth version of proposed settlement documents.

3. The Motion indicates that Aquila, Inc., doing business as Aquila Networks-PNG (Aquila), does not object to the relief requested therein.  Counsel for the OCC has been unable to discuss the Motion with counsel for Staff.

4. It is noted that this application was filed over six months ago and, as originally filed, requested a Commission decision in this matter within 120 days pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S.  Since that time, Aquila has waived the deadlines imposed by that statute for the issuance of a decision.  The Motion constitutes the parties’ fourth request to modify the procedural schedule governing this proceeding.  See, Decision Nos. R03-1000-I, R03-1106-I, R03-1181-I, and R03-1314-I.  

5. The Motion does not request the modification of any other deadline imposed by Decision No. R03-1314-I, including the December 29, 2003, deadline for the submission of a settlement agreement or the January 8, 2004, hearing date relating thereto.  Under these circumstances, the Motion will be granted.  No further requests to modify the procedural schedule governing this matter will be granted absent extraordinary circumstances. 

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and for Waiver of Response Time filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, is granted.

2. The Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel shall file their answer testimony and exhibits, in question and answer form, on or before December 29, 2003.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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