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I. statement

1. The captioned proceeding was commenced on November 12, 2003, when Complainant, Charles H. Jordan (Jordan), filed a formal complaint (Complaint) with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) against Respondent, El Paso County Telephone Company (EPCTC).

2. On November 14, 2003, the Commission served its “Order to Satisfy or Answer” along with an Order setting this matter for hearing on January 6, 2004.

3. EPCTC filed its Answer to the Complaint on December 2, 2003.

4. On December 22, 2003, EPCTC filed a Motion to Dismiss the Complaint or, in the Alternative, to Compel Rule 72 Compliance and to Continue the Complaint Hearing (Motion).  The Motion requests that the application either be dismissed or that the January 6, 2003, hearing be continued by virtue of Jordan’s alleged failure comply with Rule 72 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-72.

5. Since the normal 14-day response time to the Motion will not expire until one day prior to the currently scheduled hearing date, it is appropriate to shorten the response time to December 31, 2003, in order to resolve the Motion prior to hearing.  See, 4 CCR 723-1-22(b) (Commission may, on its own motion, shorten the time for filing a response).  

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Any desired responses to the Motion to Dismiss the Complaint or, in the Alternative, to Compel Rule 72 Compliance and to Continue the Complaint Hearing filed in this matter by El Paso County Telephone Company, shall be filed with the Commission on or before December 31, 2003.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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