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interim order of
HEARING COMMISSIONER
GREGORY E. SOPKIN
establishing procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  July 25, 2003

I. statement

1. On July 24, 2003, a scheduling conference was held on the Petition for Arbitration (Petition) of an Interconnection Agreement between Qwest Corporation (Qwest) and AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., and TCG-Colorado (collectively AT&T).  Counsel for Qwest and AT&T were in attendance.  A schedule was established that will allow the Commission to resolve this case within the nine-month period established by section 252(b) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 47 U.S.C. § 151 et seq., and 4 C.C.R. 723-46-3 of the Code of Colorado Regulations.

The response by AT&T to the Petition is due August 1, 2003.  Both parties shall file their written direct testimony, in question-and-answer format, no later than August 15, 2003.  Qwest and AT&T shall also file an initial joint issue matrix on August 15, 2003.  Answer testimony shall be filed by both parties no later than September 5, 2003.  Answer testimony should not be repetitive or redundant of direct testimony.  A final joint issue matrix shall be filed by Qwest and AT&T on September 15, 2003.  An electronic copy, in Microsoft Word format, of the final joint issue matrix shall also be provided to advisory staff of the Commission on September 15, 2003.

A hearing will be held on September 29, 2003 and continue on September 30, 2003, if required.  The parties shall provide the Commission with a next day transcript of the proceedings.  The costs of the transcript shall be shared equally by Qwest and AT&T.

Ten days in advance of the hearing, parties may file a joint motion that certain witnesses need not appear for the hearing and the hearing commissioner will determine whether any such witnesses are necessary to appear for hearing commissioner questions.

Post-hearing statements of position shall be filed no later than October 6, 2003.

Responses and objections to discovery requests shall be served within seven calendar days of receipt of those requests.  Discovery requests and responses thereto shall be served by the parties on each other via facsimile or e-mail.  The cut-off date for issuing discovery requests is September 15, 2003.

2. Response time to discovery motions, such as motions to compel, shall be four business days.
  All discovery motions and responses thereto shall be served by the parties on each other via facsimile or e‑mail.

3. Electronic service of pleadings between parties is preferred by the parties and encouraged.  However, the parties shall negotiate means of service if electronic service is not appropriate (e.g., confidential material). 

II. order

1. Hearings will be held at the following time and place:

DATE:
September 29, 2003

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1580 Logan Street, OL2

Denver, Colorado 

Hearing shall continue as necessary on September 30, 2003.

2. The procedures discussed above shall apply.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately on its Mailed Date.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


GREGORY E. SOPKIN
________________________________

Hearing Commissioner
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� If the discovery motion is served on a Friday, response time to discovery motion shall be five calendar days.
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