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I. statement

1. On July 7, 2003, Qwest Corporation (Qwest) filed a Petition for Arbitration (Petition) with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-46 and § 252(b) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.  The Petition seeks Commission arbitration of certain terms and conditions of a proposed interconnection agreement between Qwest and AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., and TCG-Colorado (collectively AT&T).  The Petition requests that an expedited scheduling conference be convened as soon as possible to set dates for submitting testimony and for the arbitration hearing.

AT&T filed a Preliminary Response on Procedure (Preliminary Response) on July 10, 2003.  The Preliminary Response suggests that the Commission set a pre-hearing conference as quickly as possible to establish the many procedural deadlines that are necessary in this docket.

By Minute Entry dated July 16, 2003, the Commission referred this docket to Chairman Gregory E. Sopkin.

A scheduling conference will be held starting at 9:00 a.m. on July 24, 2003.  A schedule needs to be established that allows for completion of the Commission’s resolution within the nine-month period.
  Parties should be prepared to discuss dates for filing direct testimony, filing answer testimony, filing an issues matrix, the arbitration hearing, and filing of post-hearing statements of position.  Parties should also be prepared to discuss service of and response time to discovery requests.

In the Petition, Qwest requests that an appropriate protective order be entered to govern this proceeding.  Parties should come prepared to respond to Qwest’s request for protective order at the scheduling conference.

II. order

1. A scheduling conference will be held:

DATE:

July24, 2003

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado 

2. Parties shall come prepared to discuss procedural matters outlined in the discussion above.  

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


GREGORY E. SOPKIN
________________________________

Hearing Commissioner
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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�  According to the Petition, negotiations began on February 21, 2003.  The nine-month period ends November 18, 2003.
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