Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R03-0711-I
Docket No. 98M-147T

R03-0711-IDecision No. R03-0711-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

98M-147TDOCKET NO. 98M-147T
regarding the administration of the colorado high cost fund and the adoption of a proxy cost model.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
requiring status report

Mailed Date:  June 27, 2003

I. statement

1. By Decision No. R02-758-I, July 9, 2002, a Second Stipulation and Settlement Agreement filed April 12, 2002 was accepted in this proceeding.  That Order established Qwest Corporation’s (Qwest) high cost support for calendar year 2003 at $45,305,323.

2. Further, that Order required Staff of the Commission (Staff) on behalf all parties to file a status report commencing October 1, 2002, and every three months thereafter, informing the Commission of the status of the parties’ efforts in this proceeding.  No status reports have been filed.

3. The Second Stipulation and Settlement Agreement accepted in that decision and the decision itself make clear that the agreement covers only calendar year 2003.  Paragraph F of that decision states as follows:

The Second Stipulation covers only the calendar year 2003.  In the event the parties are unable to reach an agreement on modification to the FCC model and inputs the parties will litigate changes to the FCC model for calendar year 2004 High Cost Support Mechanism distribution.

Staff shall file a status report within ten days of the effective date of this order outlining the parties’ efforts in this proceeding.  Specifically, Staff shall address the likelihood that this matter would need to be litigated to determine Qwest’s funding for calendar year 2004.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Staff of the Commission shall file a status report in this proceeding within ten days of the effective date of this Order.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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