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I. statement

1. The captioned application of Aquila, Inc. (Aquila), was filed with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) on May 1, 2003.  The direct testimony and exhibits of Aquila’s Senior Vice President and Interim Chief Financial Officer, Rick Dobson, was filed contemporaneously with the application.

2. On May 5, 2003, the Commission issued its Notice of Application Filed.  On May 15, 2003, the Staff of the Commission filed its intervention in this proceeding.

3. Decision No. R03-0557-I set this matter for hearing on June 17, 2003, and established various procedural deadlines for the submission of answer and rebuttal testimony.  

4. On June 6, 2003, the parties submitted a Joint Motion to Approve Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, to Vacate Remaining Procedural Dates, and to Waive Response Time (Motion).  The Motion indicates that the parties have reached an agreement settling all disputed issues in this matter.  The terms of the settlement are described in a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (Stipulation), which was also filed on June 6, 2003.  The Motion requests that the current hearing date and procedural schedule be vacated and that the Stipulation be approved.  It also requests that any hearing to be conducted in connection with the Stipulation be held on June 17, 2003.  Finally, the Motion requests that response time thereto be waived.  

5. The Motion states good cause for vacating the current hearing date and procedural schedule in light of the parties’ proposed settlement.  Similarly, the request to waive response time is well taken since all parties join in the relief requested by the Motion.  Therefore, the Motion will be granted to that extent.

6. That portion of the Motion requesting approval of the Stipulation will be held in abeyance pending the receipt of testimony from the parties explaining why Commission approval of the same is in the public interest.  A hearing will be held on June 17, 2003, for this purpose.  

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Joint Motion to Approve Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, to Vacate Remaining Procedural Dates, and to Waive Response Time filed by Aquila, Inc., and Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission is granted, in part.

2. The hearing of this matter, currently scheduled for June 17, 2003, and the procedural schedule established by Decision No. R03-0557-I, is vacated.

3. Response time to the Joint Motion to Approve Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, to Vacate Remaining Procedural Dates, and to Waive Response Time is waived.

4. A hearing in connection with the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement is scheduled as follows:

DATE:

June 17, 2003

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 
 

1580 Logan Street, OL 2 
 

Denver, Colorado

5. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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