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I. statement

1. By motion filed May 9, 2003, and supplemented on May 21, 2003, the Applicant City of Thornton and Intervenor Union Pacific Railroad Company filed a Request for a Settlement Conference.  On May 21, 2003, Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed its Response in Opposition to the Request for Settlement Conference.  Staff suggests that the parties have been negotiating for four months, are resolute in their respective positions, and a settlement conference would be a waste of time.

2. This Commission has a strong policy of encouraging negotiated settlements to contested proceedings.  While its appears that the issues in this case are somewhat narrow and the parties’ positions firm, it would go against this Commission’s policy to refuse a request for a settlement conference when the other party opposing the settlement conference is Staff.  Therefore this matter will be assigned to a settlement Administrative Law Judge for a settlement conference in the near future.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. This matter will be set for a settlement conference before an Administrative Law Judge other than the undersigned.

2. This Order is shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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