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I. STATEMENT

1. On May 1, 2003, Boulder Express, LLC (Boulder Express) filed a Motion to Extend Filing Date for Exceptions (Motion to Extend) in the captioned proceeding.  The Motion to Extend seeks an extension of time, from May 15, 2003 to May 27, 2003, for Boulder Express to file exceptions to Decision No. R03-0436 issued in this matter on April 25, 2003.

2. On May 1, 2003, Boulder Express also filed a Motion to Shorten Response Time (Motion to Shorten).  The Motion to Shorten requests that any desired responses to the Motion to Extend be filed on or before May 8, 2003.  In support of the Motion to Shorten, Boulder Express points out that application of the normal 14-day response period authorized by Rule 22(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-22(b), would result in responses to the Motion to Extend being due on the same date provided for the filing of exceptions to Decision No. R03-0436 under § 40-6-109(2), C.R.S.; i.e., May 15, 2003.

3. Rule 22(b) authorizes the Commission to shorten the response period to motions upon the filing of a motion showing good cause or on its own motion.  Upon a finding that time is of the essence, it also allows the Commission to waive response time and act on a pleading, notwithstanding provisions permitting a responsive pleading.

4. Good cause has been shown for granting the Motion to Shorten.  The circumstances require that a ruling on the Motion to Extend be issued in advance of the current due date for filing exceptions to Decision No. R03-0436.  Therefore, the Motion to Shorten will be granted and response time thereto will be waived.

II. ORDER


A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Shorten Response Time filed by Boulder Express, LLC is granted and response time thereto is waived.

2. Any desired responses to the Motion to Extend Filing Date for Exceptions submitted by Boulder Express, LLC shall be filed on or before May 8, 2003.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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DALE E. ISLEY
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