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I. STATEMENT

1. On April 18, 2003, Aquila, Inc., the Trial Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, the Fountain Valley Authority, the Board of Water Works of Pueblo, the City of Canon City, and the Cripple Creek & Victor Mining Company, filed a Joint Motion to Approve Settlement Agreement and to Vacate Remaining Hearing and Procedural Dates (Motion to Approve, Motion to Vacate, or, collectively, Motions) in the captioned matter.  On the same day, these parties filed their Settlement Agreement.

2. The Motions indicate that the parties have reached an agreement to settle all disputed issues that have arisen or could have been raised in this docket regarding Advice Letter No. 579 and accompanying tariffs, all as more particularly set forth in the Settlement Agreement.  The Motion to Approve requests that the Commission approve the Settlement Agreement.  The Motion to Vacate requests that the remaining hearing dates of April 21 through 23, 2003, be vacated along with any remaining deadlines imposed by the procedural schedule applicable to this matter.

3. The Motion to Vacate will be granted.
  The Commission previously indicated that it will be issuing an initial decision in this matter pursuant to § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S.  See, Decision No. C03-0119.  Therefore, it is the understanding of the administrative law judge that the Commission will consider and issue a decision in connection with the Motion for Approval. 

4. Since all parties in this docket have joined in requesting the relief set forth in the Motions, the response time thereto will be waived.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Joint Motion to Vacate Remaining Hearing and Procedural Dates is granted.

2. The Joint Motion to Approve Settlement Agreement is referred to the Colorado Public Utilities Commission for an initial decision pursuant to § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S.

3. Response Time to the Joint Motion to Approve Settlement Agreement and to Vacate Remaining Hearing and Procedural Dates is waived.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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� On April 18, 2003, the administrative law judge advised the parties electronically that the Motion to Vacate would be granted. 
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