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I. STATEMENT

1. On April 11, 2003, Aquila, Inc. (Aquila) filed a Joint Motion to Vacate Hearing and Remaining Procedural Schedule (Motion) in the captioned matter.  The Motion indicates that the parties to this proceeding have reached a settlement in principle resolving all contested issues.  It requests that all current hearing dates and any remaining filings required by the procedural schedule be vacated pending the preparation and filing of a written settlement agreement.  The Motion represents that all other parties join in the relief requested therein and, therefore, that response time to the Motion be waived.

2. The Motion will be granted, in part.  In order to allow the Commission sufficient time to issue an initial decision in this matter prior to expiration of the June 13, 2003, tariff suspension period established by § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., it will be necessary for the parties to submit their settlement agreement promptly.  Therefore, the April 15-18, 2003, hearing dates will be vacated at this time.  The parties shall file their settlement agreement prior to close of business on April 18, 2003.  In the event a settlement agreement is not so filed, the surrebuttal testimony submittal authorized by Decision No. R03-0364-I shall be filed on April 18, 2003, and the matter will proceed to hearing on April 21-23, 2003.

3. Response time to the Motion is waived.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Joint Motion to Vacate Hearing and Remaining Procedural Schedule filed by Aquila, Inc. is granted, in part, consistent with the discussion above.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately
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