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I. statement

1. On March 10, 2003, Respondent Qwest Corporation (Qwest) filed its Motion to Stay Docket.  By this motion Qwest seeks to have this proceeding stayed indefinitely pending the Commission’s inquiry into the issue of zone charges.  Qwest points to Decision No. C03-0180 wherein the Commission stated that it planned to look at this issue in the future.  Qwest is also concerned that if this docket is not stayed it will become a forum for zone charge reform, and there are numerous non-parties such as Staff of the Commission and the Office of Consumer Counsel that should be participants in such a proceeding.  Since the matter is set for hearing prior to the expiration of the response time to the Motion, response time will be waived.

2. The Administrative Law Judge agrees that this proceeding is not an appropriate one to examine the entire zone charge question.  Nonetheless, even if the zone charge system is accepted there is the possibility that a customer has been improperly placed in one zone or another instead of the base rate.  This is essentially what has been alleged in this case.  The ultimate relief that could be entered in this case is not any major alteration to the zone charge system, but rather, perhaps a finding that the Complainant Steven F. Morris and/or other residents in Section 20 have been improperly placed in zone 1 when they belong in the base rate area.  This complaint is analogous to an electric consumer challenging his placement in a commercial rate rather than a residential rate.  The customer does not challenge either the commercial or residential rates, merely which is the appropriate placement.  Here, Complainant does not challenge the rates for a base rate or zone 1.  Rather, the Complainant alleges that he belongs in the base rate because of similar circumstances.  To stay this proceeding because the Commission intends at some unspecified point in the future to investigate the overall concept of zone charges would work an injustice to this Complainant.  Therefore the motion is denied.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Response time to the Motion to Stay Docket filed March 10, 2003 by Qwest Corporation is waived, and the Motion is denied.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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