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I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On June 30, 2003, Chanda L. Jones and John T. Jones, Jr., doing business as Delta Transit Company (Delta Transit), filed an application for temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity CPCN PUC No. 52100 to include the transportation of passengers and their baggage, in call-and-demand limousine service:  (I) between all points in Delta County, State of Colorado; and (II) from all points in Delta County, State of Colorado, on the one hand, to all points within a 100-mile radius of the intersection of U.S. Highway 50 and Colorado Highway 92 in the City of Delta, on the other hand; with express authority to provide round-trip service, between points within the above described 100-mile radius, and points in Delta County so long as the service both originates and terminates in Delta County.  Part II of this application is restricted as follows:  (A) against providing service to or from either San Juan County or La Plata County, Colorado; and (B) against providing one-way "deadhead" or empty mileage service as part of round-trip service.
2. The Commission gave notice of the application on July 14, 2003.

3. There are no interventions opposing a grant of the application.
4. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."
5. Delta Transit must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Delta Transit fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

6. In support of its application Delta Transit states: “[D]ue to changes in the legislation at the state level our county is facing many drastic cuts in medical transportation.  Medicaid patients are no longer eligible to take a taxi to a medical appointment.  The new ruling will go into effect on July 1, 2003, therefore, we are filing for an emergency, temporary, and permanent authority in order to maintain the ability to transport critically ill passengers to required medical care.”

7. Eight letters were filed in support of this application.  Jean Godwin, the Patient Family Coordinator of Dialysis Clinic, Inc., of Montrose, Colorado, states in her letter “With the recent cuts in State of Colorado Medicaid funding, this area is experiencing a crisis in meeting the needs for medical transportation.  We are a rural area and do not have coverage by public transportation to meet many of the needs of our population.”  The authors of four of the letters are residents of or employees of businesses located in the Montrose or Delta, Colorado, area.  The authors of these letters express a significant need for the transportation services named in this application.  The remaining three letters were written by residents of Hotchkiss, Cedaredge, or Eckert, Colorado.  The authors of each of these letters state he/she is a dialysis patient.  Each of these authors express an urgent need for the transportation services named in this application.

8. The Commission is aware that the Department of Health Care Policy & Financing (HCPF) of the State of Colorado has recently incurred significant reductions in its funding for the 2004 fiscal year.  This reduction in funding has resulted in the reduction in the amount of funds available for the transportation of Medicaid clients throughout the State of Colorado.  The Commission has been advised by HCPF that the funding for the transportation for Medicaid clients in taxi service has been greatly reduced.  Therefore, it appears that a carrier that is only authorized to provide taxi service may not be eligible to transport Medicaid clients.
C. Conclusions

9. An immediate and urgent need for the requested transportation services has been shown to exist, and no other carrier has been shown to be capable of providing the service.

10. Delta Transit has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

11. This application for temporary authority is in the public interest.

12. Delta Transit is advised that the grant of a temporary authority creates no presumption that a permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Chanda L. Jones and John T. Jones, Jr., doing business as Delta Transit Company, is granted temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 52100 for a period of 150 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Order, with authority as set forth in the Appendix.

2. Chanda L. Jones and John T. Jones, Jr., doing business as Delta Transit Company, shall operate in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.

3. Chanda L. Jones and John T. Jones, Jr., doing business as Delta Transit Company, shall not extend operations until it has filed the proper tariff and it has received notice in writing from the Commission stating it is in compliance and may begin service.

4. If Chanda L. Jones and John T. Jones, Jr., doing business as Delta Transit Company, do not comply with the requirements of this Order within 30 days of its effective date, then the temporary authority to extend operations shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.

5. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

This Order is effective immediately on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
July 23, 2003.
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Transportation of passengers and their baggage in call-and-demand limousine service:  (I) between all points in Delta County, State of Colorado; and (II) from all points in Delta County, State of Colorado, on the one hand, to all points within a 100-mile radius of the intersection of U.S. Highway 50 and Colorado Highway 92 in the City of Delta, on the other hand; with express authority to provide round-trip service, between points within the above described 100-mile radius, and points in Delta County so long as the service both originates and terminates in Delta County.

Part II of this temporary authority application is restricted as follows:  (A) against providing service to or from either San Juan County or La Plata County, Colorado; and (B) against providing one-way "deadhead" or empty mileage service as part of round-trip service.

APPLICANT:

Chanda L. Jones and John T. Jones, Jr.
dba Delta Transit Company
P.O. Box 608
Delta, CO  81416

ROUTE:

6, 60, and all PUC staff, including staff that may be listed as parties, received this decision electronically.
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