Decision No. R02-1262-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02F-565W 

Allan and Kathy Cunningham, ET AL.,  


Complainants,

v.

cascade public service, 


respondent. 

DOCKET NO. 02S-516W  

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by cascade public service company, with advice letter number 34-water.  

interim order of
administrative law judge
MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
treating letter dated
october 30, 2002, as a motion
to consolidate and
shortening response time

Mailed Date:  November 7, 2002

I.
statement

A. Cascade Public Service Company (Cascade) sent a letter addressed to Mr. Bruce N. Smith, Director of the Commission, and dated October 30, 2002, asking that the Commission consolidate for hearing two proceedings:  the complaint case filed by Allan and Kathy Cunningham, Douglas and Debra Reiter, W.M. and Roberta Renick, Clark Residents, and Ed Hammond (Docket No. 02F-565W) (the complaint case) and the Cascade rate case (Docket No. 02S-516W).
  There is no indication that Cascade sent a copy of the letter to anyone other than Mr. Smith.  

B. The letter was forwarded to the undersigned as she is the Administrative Law Judge assigned by the Commission to hear the Cascade rate case proceeding.  

C. Both the complaint case and the rate case are formal proceedings before this Commission.  The Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 (Rules of Practice) govern these proceedings.  Among other procedural niceties, the Rules of Practice provide that a motion must be served on the parties (Rule 22(d)); that an original and eight copies of the motion must be filed with the Commission (Rule 22(f)(4)(A)); and that parties must have an opportunity to respond to the motion (Rule 22(b)).
  Nothing in the letter indicates that Cascade has complied with the procedural requirements which are a prerequisite to consideration of a motion to consolidate the proceedings.  

The hearing in the complaint case is scheduled for December 10, 2002.  A decision on consolidation must be made as soon as possible.  

D. To facilitate consideration of the motion, appended to this order as Attachment A is the October 30, 2002, letter requesting consolidation.  Parties will have until November 15, 2002, to respond to the motion to consolidate.  

II.
order

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. The letter from Cascade Public Service Company addressed to Bruce N. Smith, Director of the Commission, and dated October 30, 2002, will be treated as a motion to consolidate and will be filed in Docket No. 02F-565W and in Docket No. 02S-516W.  

2. Response time to the motion to consolidate is shortened to November 15, 2002.  

3. This Order shall be effective immediately. 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� The Commission received the letter on November 4, 2002.  


� In Decision No. R02-1165-I, entered in Docket No. 02S-516W, Cascade was directed to the Rules of Practice concerning filing, service, and other requirements.  That direction went unheeded.  Cascade is advised that any future filing which does not meet the procedural requirements contained in the Rules of Practice is subject to being stricken.  See Rule 22(g) of the Rules of Practice.  
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