Decision No. R02-1194-I 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02A-444T

IN THE MATTER OF THE application of n.e. colorado cellular, inc., to re-define the service area of eastern slope rural telephone association, inc.; great plains communications, inc.; plains coop telephone association, inc.; and sunflower telephone co, inc.  

interim order of
administrative law judge
MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
vacating procedural schedule,
SCHEDULING PREHEARING CONFERENCE,
AND listing ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION

Mailed Date:  October 22, 2002

I.
statement

A. On August 21, 2002, Applicant N.E. Colorado Cellular, Inc. (Applicant), filed its application to redefine the service area of four identified local exchange telecommunications carriers (application).  Applicant did not file its direct testimony and exhibits with its application.  

B. On August 26, 2002, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed (notice) which, inter alia, established a 30-day intervention period.  The intervention period ended on September 25, 2002.  

C. Four interventions were filed timely.  Intervenors have stated their intention to contest this application and have requested a hearing in this matter.  

D. The Commission notice also contained a procedural schedule.  That procedural schedule will be vacated.  

E. Accordingly, a hearing in this docket must be scheduled and a procedural schedule established.  For that purpose a prehearing conference will be held on November 6, 2002.  

F. The parties should be prepared to discuss at the prehearing conference:  (1) date for filing Applicant’s direct testimony and exhibits; (2) date for filing intervenors’ answer testimony and exhibits; (3) date for filing Applicant’s rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (4) date for filing intervenors’ cross-answer testimony and exhibits; (5) date by which corrected testimony and exhibits, if any, will be filed; (6) date by which prehearing motions will be filed; (7) date for a final prehearing conference; (8) response times for discovery and for audit; (9) procedures for handling disputes arising with respect to discovery and audit; (10) hearing dates; (11) date for post-hearing statements of position and whether the statements should be written or oral and, if written, whether responses will be permitted; (12) whether this case is appropriate for summary judgment and, if it is, a schedule for submission of motions for summary judgment, responses, and replies; (13) whether (and, if so, how) electronic service of documents should occur in this docket; and (14) to the extent not addressed above, the matters contained in Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-79(b)(5) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure.  Parties may raise any additional procedural issue(s).  

G. In considering proposed dates, parties should keep in mind that, on October 10, 2002, by minute entry the Commission deemed this application complete.  Absent extraordinary circumstances, the decision in this matter should issue within 210 days of that date (i.e., by May 9, 2003).  See §§ 40-6-109.5(2) and 40-6-109.5(4), C.R.S.  

H. The undersigned expects parties to come to the prehearing conference with proposed dates for all of the deadlines and expects parties to have checked the Commission’s calendar with respect to any suggested date(s) for the hearing.  

I. The parties are encouraged to consult prior to the prehearing conference with respect to the issues for discussion.  

II.
order

J. It Is Ordered That:

1. The procedural schedule contained in the Notice of Application Filed issued in this docket and dated August 26, 2002, is vacated.  

2. A prehearing conference in this docket is scheduled as follows:  

DATE:
November 6, 2002

TIME:
9:30 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

3. The parties shall follow the procedures as set forth above. 

4. This Order shall be effective immediately. 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge

( S E A L )

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




Bruce N. Smith
Director
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