Decision No. R02-1165-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02S-516W  

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by cascade public service company, with advice letter number 34-water.  

interim order of
administrative law judge
MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
regarding letter dated
october 3, 2002

Mailed Date:  October 16, 2002

I.
statement

A. Cascade Public Service Company (Cascade) sent a letter addressed to Mr. Bruce N. Smith, Director of the Commission, and dated October 3, 2002, asking Commission approval for Cascade to implement, on an interim basis (i.e., during the pendency of the captioned docket), a tap fee in the amount of $7,500 (letter).
  The letter referenced the captioned docket.  There is no indication that Cascade sent a copy of the letter to anyone other than Mr. Smith.  

B. The letter was forwarded to the undersigned as she is the Administrative Law Judge assigned by the Commission to hear the captioned rate case proceeding.  

C. Cascade’s authorized, current tap fee is $5,420 per tap.  In this rate case, Cascade proposes a permanent increase in the tap fee to $7,500 per tap.  

D. In essence the letter is an application for Commission approval for Cascade to implement, on less than 30 days’ notice and on an interim basis (i.e., during the pendency of the captioned docket), a tap fee in the amount of $7,500.  

E. By Decision No. C02-1061 (Mailed Date September 27, 2002), the Commission, inter alia, suspended Cascade’s tariffs for investigation; provided public notice that Cascade seeks a permanent increase to at least some of its current rates; and established a 30-day intervention period.  The intervention period ends on October 28, 2002.  

F. This docket is a formal ratemaking proceeding governed by statute and Commission rule.  The Commission has given notice to the public of Cascade’s request for permanent rate increases.  Neither the Commission nor Cascade has given notice to the public that Cascade seeks a temporary increase in its rates.  

G. The public is entitled to notice of Cascade’s request to obtain a temporary rate increase.  The Commission’s rules establish the procedure for filing such a request and for providing public notice.
  See Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-41.5 (procedure to change tariff on less than 30 days’ notice).  

H. Nothing in the letter indicates that Cascade has complied with the procedural requirements which are a prerequisite to Commission consideration of a request to implement, on an interim basis, a change in the tap fee.  In addition, review of the Commission’s files reveals that Cascade has not filed an application to change its tariffs on less than 30 days’ notice.  

I. The letter will be placed in this docket but will not be considered.  If it wishes to do so, Cascade may file the requisite application for Commission consideration.  

II.
order

J. It Is Ordered That:

1. The letter from Cascade Public Service Company addressed to Bruce N. Smith, Director of the Commission, and dated October 3, 2002, is to be placed in the file in this docket.  

2. The letter from Cascade Public Service Company addressed to Bruce N. Smith, Director of the Commission, and dated October 3, 2002, will not be considered.  

3. This Order shall be effective immediately. 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� The Commission received the letter on October 8, 2002.  This letter was supplemented by a letter dated October 9, 2002, which provided more data.  


� Cascade is directed to the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure concerning filing, service, and other requirements.  





4

