Decision No. R02-1118-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02S-409G

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by public service company of colorado with advice letter no. 591-gas, as amended.  

DOCKET NO. 02S-443E

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by public service company of colorado with advice letter no. 1370-electric, as amended.  

interim order of
administrative law judge
MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
granting motion to consolidate,
consolidating dockets, vacating
procedural schedules and
hearing dates, and setting 
prehearing conference

Mailed Date:  October 4, 2002

I.
statement

A. On April 22, 2002, Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) filed Advice Letter No. 591-Gas.  On May 28, 2002, PSCo filed Advice Letter No. 591-Gas Amended.  

B. By Decision No. C02-865 (Mailed Date August 23, 2002) the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) suspended the tariffs accompanying Advice Letter No. 591-Gas, as amended; established an intervention period; set the tariffs for hearing; and established a procedural schedule.  

C. On April 22, 2002, PSCo filed Advice Letter No. 1370-Electric.  On May 28, 2002, PSCo filed Advice Letter No. 1370-Electric Amended.  

D. By Decision No. C02-924 (Mailed Date August 23, 2002) the Commission suspended the tariffs accompanying Advice Letter No. 1370-Electric, as amended; established an intervention period; set the tariffs for hearing; and established a procedural schedule.  

E. The intervention periods for these dockets closed on September 23, 2002.  Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed a timely intervention in each docket.  No other person has filed an intervention in either docket.  

F. On September 26, 2002, PSCo filed a Motion to Consolidate Docket Numbers 02S-409G and 02S-443E into One Proceeding (motion to consolidate) in each docket.  Response time was shortened.  See Decisions No. R02-1087-I and No. R02-1088-I.  On October 2, 2002, Staff filed a response to the motion to consolidate and stated that it has no objection to the consolidation of these two dockets.  

G. PSCo has stated good cause for the consolidation, and there is no objection.  The motion to consolidate will be granted.  

H. In its motion to consolidate, PSCo also requests a new procedural schedule and a new hearing date “that are convenient to the parties and the Commission and within the statutory requirements.”  Motion to consolidate at 2.  Given the consolidation, the fact that no testimony has been filed in this consolidated proceeding, and the relatively short time remaining until the scheduled hearing dates, this request will be granted.  

I. A prehearing conference will be held on October 21, 2002.  

J. The following issues will be discussed at the prehearing conference:  (1) date for filing PSCo’s direct testimony; (2) date for filing answer testimony; (3) date for filing rebuttal testimony; (4) dates for filing work papers which underlie testimony and exhibits; (5) date by which corrected testimony and exhibits, if any, will be filed; (6) date by which prehearing motions will be filed; (7) date for final prehearing conference; (8) response times for discovery requests and for audit requests; (9) hearing dates; (10) date for post-hearing statements of position and whether such statements should be written or oral; (11) whether (and, if so, how) electronic service of documents will be conducted for this consolidated proceeding; and (12) any issue raised by a party.  In proposing dates, parties are reminded of the March 30, 2003, statutory deadline with respect to these advice letters.  

K. The undersigned expects that the parties will come to the prehearing conference with proposed dates for all of the deadlines and that the parties will have checked the Commission’s calendar with respect to any suggested hearing dates.  The parties are encouraged to consult prior to the prehearing conference with respect to the issues for discussion.  

II.
order

L. It Is Ordered That:

1. Public Service Company of Colorado’s Motion to Consolidate Docket Numbers 02S-409G and 02S-443E into One Proceeding is granted.  

2. Dockets No. 02S-409G and No. 02S-443E are consolidated.  

3. The hearing dates and procedural schedules established in Decisions No. C02-865 and No. C02-924 are vacated.  

4. A prehearing conference in these consolidated dockets is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
October 21, 2002 

TIME:
9:00 a.m. 

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 


1580 Logan Street, OL2 


Denver, Colorado 

5. The parties shall follow the procedures as set forth above. 

6. This Order shall be effective immediately. 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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