Decision No. R02-1035-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02A-438E

in the matter of the application of Public service company of colorado for approval of lamar wind energy supply agreement and for the rate mechanism to recover the costs of the agreement.

INTERIM ORDER OF
administrative law judge
dale e. ISLEY
setting procedures and
procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  September 19, 2002

I.
STATEMENT

A. The captioned proceeding was initiated on August 21, 2002, when Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo), filed an application requesting Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) approval of a Wind Energy Supply Agreement (WESA) between it and GE Wind Energy, LLC (GE).  The application also seeks Commission approval of the rate mechanism proposed by PSCo to recover the costs of the WESA.

B. Timely interventions of right were filed in this matter by the Staff of the Commission (Staff) and by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC).  Petitions for Leave to Intervene were filed by Holy Cross Energy (Holy Cross), the Colorado Renewable Energy Society (CRES), and the Land and Water Fund of the Rockies (LAW Fund). 

C. On September 10, 2002, the Commission granted the Motion for Expedited Consideration of this application filed by PSCo.  See, Decision No. C02-1005.  It also assigned this matter to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge with instructions to conduct the hearing as soon as possible consistent with the requirements of due process and to rule on pending motions for intervention.

D. A pre-hearing conference was held on September 18, 2002, pursuant to the provisions of Decision No. R02-1023-I.  Appearances were entered on behalf of PSCo, OCC, Staff, LAW Fund, CRES and GE by their respective legal counsel.

E. As a preliminary matter, the Stipulation filed by PSCo and Holy Cross on September 13, 2002, relating to the scope of Holy Cross’s intervention was granted.  After hearing and considering the comments and/or arguments of the parties, the written Petitions for Leave to Intervene filed by CRES and the LAW Fund and the oral request for intervention submitted by GE were granted.

F. An expedited procedural schedule governing this proceeding was discussed.  That discussion resulted in a general agreement that the procedures and procedural schedule set forth in the order that follows be adopted.   

II.
ORDER

A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. The captioned proceeding is scheduled for hearing as follows:

DATES:
September 26, 27, and 30, 2002

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL 2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. On or before September 25, 2002, Public Service Company of Colorado shall file with the Commission a 3.5-inch floppy disk containing the direct testimony it submitted in this matter on August 21, 2002.

3. Intervenors may file written answer testimony to the direct testimony submitted by Public Service Company of Colorado, no later than noon on September 25, 2002.  Any such written answer testimony shall be served on all parties at or shortly after the time it is filed with the Commission.  Any such written answer testimony filed with the Commission shall be accompanied by a 3.5-inch floppy disk containing such answer testimony in Microsoft Word format.  In the event written testimony is not so filed, Intervenors may present their answer testimony orally at the hearing of this matter.

4. Public Service Company of Colorado may present any desired rebuttal testimony to the answer testimony submitted by Intervenors orally at the hearing of this matter.

5. Response time to discovery requests will be shortened to three business days.  Any discovery-related motions or disputes shall be referred to the undersigned as soon as practicable for handling on a forthwith basis.  

6. All parties will be afforded an opportunity to submit oral closing arguments at the conclusion of the hearing and/or written statements of position not to exceed ten pages in length within two business days after the conclusion of the hearing.  Any written statements of position filed with the Commission shall be accompanied by a 3.5-inch floppy disk containing such statements of position in Microsoft Word format.

7. The Land and Water Fund of the Rockies shall file any desired written comments from members of the public on or before September 27, 2002.

8. Public Service Company of Colorado shall cause to have prepared and filed with the Commission a daily transcript of the hearing of this matter.

9. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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