Decision No. R02-936

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02F-150T

marc and lisa towne, et al.,


complainants,

v.

qwest corporation,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
setting procedures

Mailed Date:  August 27, 2002

i.
statement

A. A prehearing conference was held in this matter on August 21, 2002 in a Commission hearing room in Denver, Colorado.  Several matters were discussed, including discovery, narrowing of issues, and certain procedural deadlines.  Concerning discovery, the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) ruled on Qwest Corporation’s (Qwest) Second Motion to Compel filed August 9, 2002.  The ALJ ordered that Complainants Marc and Lisa Towne, et al. were to respond to discovery requests nos. 1 through 8 no later than September 16, 2002.  It was clarified that the Complainants need not make copies of the written materials requested by Qwest, but do need to make them available for Qwest’s inspection or copying at Qwest’s expense.

B. It was determined that there are three issues in this proceeding.  The first issue is, should the Complainants be paying any zone charges, or are those zone charges unjust and unreasonable?  The second issue is, if Complainants must pay a zone charge, should there be a zone charge on each phone number, or just one zone charge levied per residence or account?  The third issue is, if Complainants must pay a zone charge, is the current amount of the zone charge the correct amount or should it be some lesser amount?

C. Complainants indicated a desire to consider hiring legal counsel.  The ALJ encouraged this, and in order to facilitate this the case was ordered to be at a standstill for the next two weeks through and including September 5, 2002.  No discovery shall be served or need be responded to during this period of time.  A status conference by telephone will be held on September 9, 2002 to determine when the hearing will be held, whether the Complainants will have attorney representation, and any other matter appropriate.

II.
order

D. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Second Motion to Compel filed by Qwest Corporation on August 9, 2002 is granted as set forth at the prehearing conference.  The discovery above should be responded to by September 16, 2002 in electronic format where possible.  The remainder of the discovery shall be served by first class mail on that date.
2. The issues in this complaint are as set forth above.

3. This complaint is at a standstill through close of business of September 5, 2002.  No discovery may be served nor need any be responded to during this time period.  

4. A status conference by teleconference will be held on September 9, 2002 at 2:00 p.m.  The parties may dial in to the conference number at 1-877-591-8687, and at the prompt for an ID enter the number 7829809 followed by the pound sign.

5. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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