Decision No. R02-893-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02R-238EG

in the matter of proposed rules regarding cost assignment and allocation for goods, services, and business operations of gas and electric utilities.

interim order of
administrative law judge
dale e. isley
extending comment period and
setting additional hearing dates

Mailed Date:  August 16, 2002

I.
statement

A. This rulemaking proceeding was instituted by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) pursuant to a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) adopted on April 24, 2002, in Decision No. C02-485.  It involves the proposed replacement of the existing Cost Allocation Rules for Electric and Gas Utilities’ Nonregulated Services at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-47.  

B. The NOPR set this matter for hearing on August 13 through 15, 2002.  It also advised interested persons of the opportunity to submit written comments in advance of the hearing or to submit oral comments at the hearing.  No written comments were submitted by any person prior to the hearing dates established in the NOPR.

C. On July 24, 2002, the Commission referred this proceeding to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for the purpose of conducting hearings.  See, Decision No. C02-803.  The Commission intends to issue an initial decision in this case because of the need to coordinate efforts in this matter with other rulemaking proceedings.

D. On August 5, 2002, Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) filed a Motion for Additional Time to File Comments to Commission Proposed Rules and for Continuation of Public Hearing Dates for 60 Days (PSCo Motion).  The PSCo Motion was also filed in three other pending rulemaking proceedings, Docket Nos. 02R-041ALL, 02R-279E, and 02R-196G.  Citing its involvement in these and other pending Commission proceedings that were commenced in close succession to one another, it seeks additional time to submit written comments as well as the setting of additional hearing dates.  The PSCo Motion represents that Kinder Morgan, Inc. (Kinder Morgan), and Aquila, Inc. (Aquila), join in the relief requested therein.

E. The matter was called for hearing by the ALJ on the dates and at the times and place set forth in the NOPR.  Appearances were entered by or on behalf of the following entities at the August 13, 2002, hearing:  the Staff of the Commission (Staff), PSCo, Kinder Morgan, Aquila, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC); and Greeley Gas Company.  Appearances were entered by the OCC, Aquila, and Colorado Natural Gas at the August 14, 2002, hearing.  No interested person or entity attended or entered an appearance at the August 15, 2002, hearing.  No interested person or entity submitted substantive oral comments at any of the hearings scheduled by the NOPR. 

F. Those attending the hearing on August 13, 2002, were afforded an opportunity to submit responses to the PSCo Motion.  All entities represented at the hearing expressed support for an extension of the comment period and for scheduling additional hearing days.

G. The Commission has recognized that scheduling additional hearing days in this matter might be advisable in order to coordinate this rulemaking proceeding with other similar proceedings.  See, Decision No. C02-803, Section II, Paragraph A.1.  Accordingly, the PSCo Motion will be granted and two additional days of hearing will be scheduled for November 13 and 15, 2002.  The ALJ encourages interested persons to submit written comments on or before October 31, 2001.     

II.
order

H. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Additional Time to File Comments to Commission Proposed Rules and for Continuation of Public Hearing Dates for 60 Days filed by Public Service Company of Colorado is granted. 

2. An additional two days of hearing in this matter is scheduled as follows:

DATES:
November 13 and 15, 2002

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room


1580 Logan Street, OL2


Denver, Colorado

3. Interested persons are encouraged to file written comments on or before October 31, 2002.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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