Decision No. R02-849-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02S-023E

in the matter of THE investigation and suspension of amendment to electric agreement for sterling correctional facility filed by public service company of colorado with advice No. 1362-electric.

interim order of
administrative law judge
dale e. isley
vacating hearing and modifying
procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  August 7, 2002

I.
statement

A. On August 6, 2002, Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) and the Colorado Department of Corrections (DOC) jointly requested that that the hearing of this matter, currently scheduled for August 7, 2002, be vacated and that the procedural schedule established by Decision No. R02-508-I be further modified in order to facilitate the filing of a stipulation settling the matter.

B. As grounds for this request, PSCo and DOC indicate that a settlement has been reached but that the summer vacation schedules of various key personnel prevented them from finalizing and filing a stipulation prior to the current hearing date.  Counsel for the only other party to this proceeding, the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, has indicated that her client does not object to the request of PSCo and DOC for a further extension of the procedural schedule.

C. It is the policy of the Commission to favor the informal resolution of disputes through negotiated settlements.  The only PSCo customer involved in the dispute underlying this proceeding is the DOC.  Therefore, a further extension of the procedural schedule will not prejudice any party or any other PSCo customer.  For these reasons, the request will be granted.     

II.
order

D. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing of the captioned proceeding, currently scheduled for August 7, 2002, is vacated.

2. This matter is rescheduled for hearing as follows:

DATE:
September 6, 2002

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room


1580 Logan Street, OL2


Denver, Colorado

3. On or before August 20, 2002, Public Service Company of Colorado and the Colorado Department of Corrections shall file a stipulation setting forth the terms of any settlement reached in this matter.  In the event such a stipulation is not so filed, the Colorado Department of Corrections and the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission shall file their answer testimony in this matter on or before August 20, 2002.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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