Decision No. R02-846-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02F-150T

marc and lisa towne, et al.,

 
COMPLAINANTS,

V.

QWEST CORPORATION,


RESPONDENT.

INTERIM ORDER OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
setting procedures

Mailed Date:  August 8, 2002

I.
STATEMENT

A. On July 29, 2002, Respondent Qwest Corporation (Qwest) filed its Motion for a Prehearing Conference or in the Alternative a Request to Establish Case Management Order and Motion to Reschedule Hearing.  The complainants were notified of the need for an expedited response by the undersigned Administrative Law Judge.  A response was filed by fax on August 6, 2002.  For the reasons set forth below the motion should be granted in part and denied in part.

B. Qwest states in the motion that it has extensive discovery needs. It suggests a prehearing conference to establish a workable procedural schedule.  The complainants concur with the request to hold a prehearing conference.  The Administrative Law Judge agrees that a prehearing conference should be held to simplify the proceeding and to establish a case management order.  A prehearing conference is set in the Order below.  The hearing set for September 13, 2002 is vacated, with a new hearing date to be set at the prehearing conference.

C. On July 31, 2002, Qwest filed its Motion to Establish Lead Complainants and Limit Distribution of Pleadings.  Qwest notes that there are 73 individual complainants in this docket, and that under Decision No. R02-537-I the complainants would be required to designate lead complainants at the beginning of the hearing.  However, it appears that the designation of lead complainants should take place prior to the hearing.  Qwest suggests that the designation be made and that service of hard copies of pleadings be limited to the lead complainants, with electronic copies available to the remaining complainants upon request.  Such is a reasonable request and it will be granted.  A complainant may request electronic service by sending an email request to Qwest at nschart@qwest.com.

D. It is apparent from the pleadings and discovery disputes that Marc and Lisa Towne should be designated as the lead complainants at this time.  Therefore the order below so designates them.  Complainants may designate alternate lead complainants at the hearing for the purposes of conducting examination and making legal argument.

ii.
order

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. Marc Towne and Lisa Towne are designated as the lead complainants in this proceeding at this time.  Qwest Corporation shall serve copies of all pleadings in hardcopy on Marc Towne and Lisa Towne.  Qwest Corporation shall serve pleadings electronically on any other complainant that so requests it.  A complainant may make such a request by email to counsel for Qwest at nschart@qwest.com.

2. A prehearing conference will be held as follows:

DATE:
August 21, 2002

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 
1580 Logan St., OL-2
 
Denver, Colorado 80203

3. At the prehearing conference the parties shall be prepared to discuss and commit to dates for hearing, the filing of testimony, and the taking of depositions.  Discovery will be discussed, including any pending discovery disputes.  The parties should be prepared to discuss all of the matters in Rule 79(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.

4. The hearing scheduled for September 13, 2002 is vacated. 

5. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Director
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