Decision No. R02-638-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02C-153EG

in the matter of THE filing of annual reports in accordance with Rule 4 ccr 723-1-25 by utilities holding a certificate of public convenience and necessity to provide energy and water services in the state of colorado.

interim order of
administrative law judge
dale e. isley
denying motion for
EXTENSION of time to
file annual report

Mailed Date:  June 5, 2002

I.
statement

A. The captioned proceeding was initiated by Decision No. C02-207 adopted by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission on March 1, 2002.  It established an April 30, 2002, deadline for the filing of year 2001 annual reports by utilities holding a certificate of public convenience and necessity to provide energy and water services in the State of Colorado.  See, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-25.

B. By letter dated April 30, 2002, and received by the Commission on May 2, 2002, Wheatland Electric Cooperative (“Wheatland”) filed a request for an extension of time, through and including June 1, 2002, to file its 2001 annual report.
  That request was granted, in part, by Decision No. R02-528-I.  That decision granted Wheatland the maximum time allowed by Decision No. R02-528-I, until May 30, 2002, to file the subject annual report.

C. By letter dated May 29, 2002, and received by the Commission on May 31, 2002, Wheatland has requested a further extension of time, through and including July 1, 2002, within which to file its 2001 annual report.  In support of this request, Mr. Bryan, Wheatland’s Director of Finance & Accounting, states that the recent death of his wife has prevented him from completing and filing Wheatland’s 2001 annual report on or before the extended due-date.  This was the same basis upon which Wheatland’s first extension request was granted. 

D. Decision No. C02-207 authorizes parties to secure an extension of time “not to exceed 30 days” to comply with the annual report filing requirement for good cause shown.  This portion of the Commission’s Order is absolute and, unfortunately, does not authorize further extensions under any circumstances.  As a result, the undersigned Administrative Law Judge does not have discretion to alter the terms of Decision No. C02-207 by providing extensions of time beyond the 30-day period authorized therein.  Accordingly, Wheatland’s request for a further extension of time to file its 2001 annual report must be denied.

II.
order

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Wheatland Electric Cooperative for an extension of time to file its 2001 annual report on or before July 1, 2002, is denied.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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_______________________________
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� The Wheatland correspondence actually requested that the filing deadline be extended “from April 30, 2001 to June 1, 2001.”  This was apparently a typographical error and it was assumed that Wheatland’s request was for an extension through June 1, 2002. 
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