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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02G-048CP
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v.

greater COLORADO springs TRANSPORTATION co. dba yellow cab, et al.,
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recommended decision of
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accepting stipulation and
assessing civil penalty

Mailed Date:  April 19, 2002

i.
statement

A. This proceeding was instituted by the issuance of Civil Penalty Assessment Notice (“CPAN”) No. 27601 on January 22, 2002.  The CPAN charged the Respondent Greater Colorado Springs Transportation Company, doing business as Yellow Cab of Colorado Springs (“Yellow Cab”) with 55 separate violations of the Commission’s rules.  The total amount of the civil penalty sought was $13,000.

B. Subsequent to the issuance of the CPAN, Staff and Respondent met and determined that Respondent had records that warranted a dismissal of alleged violations 14, 22, and 25.  The total amount to be dismissed is $600, leaving a sum of $12,400.

C. On April 18, 2002, Staff and Yellow Cab filed a Stipulation of Settlement.  By this Stipulation the parties seek a stipulated resolution of this proceeding.  In the Stipulation Respondent admits to the remaining 52 violations as alleged in CPAN No. 27601.  It is further stated that the Respondent has agreed to take and has undertaken certain operational measures to ensure that its drivers are maintaining the daily records of activity to effect strict compliance with the safety regulations.  Respondent has also agreed to remedy other record keeping requirements violations.  Special attention will be given to the drivers’ hours of service and on-duty hours.

D. In consideration of Respondent’s admissions and efforts to cooperate and improve operations, Staff recommends that the penalty be reduced to $6,000, to be paid within 15 days of a final decision in this matter.

E. The Stipulation calls for a penalty which is within the range normally accepted by this Commission.  Respondent has indicated it will make operational improvements that will improve its record keeping and ultimately increase the safety of the operations of the Respondent.  Therefore the Administrative Law Judge finds that the proposed Stipulation is in the public interest and it is accepted.

F. In accordance with § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order.

II.
order

G. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Stipulation of Settlement filed April 18, 2002 in this proceeding is accepted and incorporated into this Order as if fully set forth.  Respondent Greater Colorado Springs Transportation Company shall pay a civil penalty in the amount of $6,000 within 15 days of the effective date of this Order.

2. Docket No. 02G-048CP is closed.

3. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

4. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

5. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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