Decision No. R02-402-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 02F-223W

Durango west metropolitan district no. 1,

 
complainant,

v.

lake Durango water company, inc.,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
william j. fritzel
prohibiting discontinuance of service

Mailed Date:  April 10, 2002

i.
statement

A. On April 9, 2002, Durango West Metropolitan District No. 1 (“District”) filed a complaint naming Lake Durango Water Company, Inc. (“Lake Durango”), as Respondent.  The District requests that the Commission order Lake Durango to cease and desist from attempting to discontinue service to the District or alternatively, to prohibit Lake Durango from discontinuing service pending a hearing before the Commission on the complaint.  The District states that it received notice on or about March 27, 2002 that Lake Durango intends to discontinue service within ten days of the date of receipt of the discontinuance notice, unless the District pays the amount of $7,016.04 (representing payment for water service that the District deposited with the District Court for the County of La Plata), plus late charges. 

B. Pursuant to the provisions of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-5-13.3(b), the Commission has the authority to order a utility not to terminate service pending a hearing of the complaint.  Under the terms of the rules, the Commission will ordinarily require that the customer post a deposit with the utility equal to the amount in dispute.

C. It is found that pursuant to the provisions of 4 CCR 723-5-13.3(b) an order prohibiting discontinuance of service should be ordered pending the resolution of the complaint.  Since the District has deposited the amount of $7,016.04 with the La Plata County District Court, which represents payment for water services to Lake Durango provided in December 2001 and January and February 2002, an additional deposit as a condition of an order of the Commission prohibiting discontinuation of service will not be required.

ii.
order

D. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Durango West Metropolitan District No. 1 for an order of the Commission prohibiting Lake Durango Water Company, Inc., from discontinuing service to Durango West Metropolitan District No. 1 is granted.

2. Lake Durango Water Company, Inc., shall not discontinue service to Durango West Metropolitan District No. 1 pending a final decision by the Commission on the complaint.

3. This Order is effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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