Decision No. R02-283-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00P-305G

in the matter of the gas purchase plan of peoples NATURAL gas company, division of utilicorp united, inc. for the gas purchase year JULY 1, 2000 through june 30, 2001.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
setting hearing on stipulation

Mailed Date:  March 8, 2002

i.
statement

A. On February 26, 2002, Peoples Natural Gas Company, a Division of UtiliCorp Inc., and Staff of the Public Utilities Commission filed a Joint Motion to Approve Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.  By this motion the parties seek approval of a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, attached to the motion, which resolves all the differences between the parties.

B. The assigned Administrative Law Judge has reviewed the file in this proceeding.  He has determined that a short hearing should be held on the Stipulation which addresses the following questions:

1.
The gas purchase plan filed in this proceeding indicates that 40 to 50 percent of gas would be purchased on a fixed price basis.  The gas purchase report does not reveal the percentage of gas purchased on a fixed price basis.  What percentage of gas was purchased on a fixed price basis?  If less than 40 percent was purchased on a fixed price basis, how were People’s purchase practices prudent and reasonable?

2.
How much storage gas was utilized for sale in the period that is the subject of this proceeding?

3.
Confidential Exhibits 1 and 2 of the Gas Purchase Report appear to have an incorrect heading for the time period in question.  Is the heading incorrect, or does this table refer to a period outside the period of investigation in this proceeding?

4.
Assuming Exhibits 1 and 2 of the Gas Purchase Report refer to the time period subject to this proceeding, what is the cause for the difference between purchases and requirements for July 2000 and August 2000?  If a portion of the difference is due to storage, what specific portion was attributable to storage?

A hearing is scheduled in the Order below.

II.
order

C. It Is Ordered That:

1. Peoples Natural Gas Company, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., shall appear and present testimony on the questions set forth above at the following hearing:

DATE:
April 10, 2002

TIME:
10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. All other procedural requirements in this proceeding are vacated.  The hearing scheduled for April 9, 2002 is vacated.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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