Decision No. R02-219-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
DOCKET NO. 97I-198T
IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION INTO U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.'S COMPLIANCE WITH § 271(C) OF THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996.
ORDER
Mailed Date:   March 5, 2002
I. STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

A. The Colorado Commission held a three and a half day workshop on February 26 through March 1, 2002.  Qwest Corporation (“Qwest”), AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc. (“AT&T”), WorldCom, Inc., Covad, Time Warner, New Edge and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) participated.

B. This workshop was held to allow participants to respond orally to Qwest Corporation’s Comments Demonstrating Satisfaction of the Requirements of Section 271, filed November 30, 2001 and its Report Regarding Change Management Issues, filed February 8, 2001.  

C. During this workshop the competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs) raised a number of issues that they have with the terms and conditions contained in Qwest’s SGAT. The resolution of most of these issues, if resolved for the CLECs, would involve the full commission reversing my prior decision on a particular workshop impasse item.  In addition, Qwest and the CLECs outlined one impasse issue from the Change Management Process (CMP) regarding the definition of a Regulatory Change Request.  This impasse issue is before the full commission for decision. 

D. The Commission will hold a decision meeting on these issues, including SGAT terms and conditions and the one CMP impasse issue, presented to the Commission at last week’s workshop. This decision meeting will be March 13, 2002 at 1:00 p.m. in Hearing Room A.

E. The parties also requested the Commission order a procedural schedule for dealing with the remainder of CMP, and other CMP impasse issues that may come to light in the next month.  As I have stated before, I do terribly want to avoid the situation where all aspects of a § 271 application are complete, save for change management.  Given this growing possibility, CMP should be at the forefront of Qwest’s priorities.

F. Therefore, by April 8, 2002 all parties to the CMP who wish to have their concerns addressed by the Commission, are ordered to file briefs on the status of the CMP.  These briefs should clearly frame any unresolved issues for the Commission’s decision as well as any general statements concerning Qwest’s compliance with the FCC’s criteria for change management.  I emphasize that the CMP issues need to be clearly-framed in order for the Commission to be able to decide any remaining CMP impasse issues.  If the participants find themselves at impasse over CMP language, they should submit their preferred CMP language with their comments on April 8, 2002.  

G. The full Commission will hold a decision meeting on April 17, 2002 at 1:00 p.m. in Hearing Room A.  At this meeting, any CMP impasse issues will be decided as well as an overall recommendation for the FCC on Qwest’s compliance with the change management requirements.

II. ORDER
 

A. It is Ordered That:

1. Consistent with the above discussion, the Commission will hold a decision meeting on issues raised at the February 26 through March 1, 2002 workshop.  This meeting will be held on March 13, 2002 at 1:00 p.m. in the Commission’s Hearing Room A.

2. Consistent with the above discussion, parties to the change management process are ordered to file briefs by April 8, 2002.

3. The Commission will hold a decision meeting on the change management issues raised in the filed briefs. This meeting will be held on April 17, 2002 at 1:00 p.m. in the Commission’s Hearing Room A.

B. This Order is effective immediately upon its 
Mailed Date.
 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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