Decision No. R02-113-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01A-310CP

In the matter of the application of reliable taxi cab associates, 1150 syracuse street, #10-195, Denver, Colorado 80220 for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.

DOCKET NO. 01A-314CP-Extension

In the matter of the application of freedom cabs, inc., 6030 smith road, denver, colorado 80216 for authority to extend common carrier operations under certificate of public convenience and necessity no. 53638.

INTERIM ORDER OF
administrative law judge
dale e. ISLEY
extending time limit for
commission decision pursuant
to § 40-6-109.5(4), C.R.S.

Mailed Date:  February 4, 2002

I.
STATEMENT

A. Both of the captioned applications were published in the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) “Notice of Applications Filed” on July 30, 2001, and were deemed complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., on September 5, 2001.

B. Neither application was accompanied by prefiled testimony or exhibits.  Accordingly, under subsection (2) of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., the Commission has 210 days from September 5, 2001, or until April 3, 2002, to issue its decision in these matters.

C. By Decision No. R02-89-I, a hearing was scheduled on February 1, 2002, to determine whether extraordinary circumstances warrant an extension of the 210-day time period for an additional 90 days.

D. The matter was called for hearing at the assigned time and place.  Appearances were entered on behalf of Freedom Cabs, Inc., Reliable Taxi Cab Associates, Inc., Denver Taxi, LLC and Boulder Taxi LLC (collectively, “Yellow Cab”).  

These applications were consolidated for hearing pursuant to Decision No. R01-949-I.  There are currently seven parties to this proceeding, two applicants and five intervenors.
  Hearings were conducted over a period of 13 days between November 5, 2001 and January 4, 2002.  During the course of the hearing testimony was received from 39 witnesses, including 4 expert witnesses.  Fifty exhibits were offered into evidence.  The record in this matter is, therefore, voluminous.  In addition, this proceeding was not fully “at issue” until the 

parties submitted their Statements of Position on January 14, 2002.

E. The preparation of a comprehensive recommended decision in these matters requires the undersigned Administrative Law Judge to conduct a careful review of the evidence and applicable law.  The time consuming nature of that task and the lengthy time needed to process potential administrative appeals of such a recommended decision will likely deny the Commission sufficient time to issue its decision within the 210-day time limit imposed by § 40-6-109.5(2), C.R.S.

F. The comments submitted by counsel appearing at the hearing indicate that their respective clients either agree that extraordinary circumstances warrant a 90-day extension of the subject time limit or that they do not oppose such an extension.  Counsel for Yellow Cab indicated that he was authorized by Metro Taxi, Inc., to state that it had no objection to such an extension.

G. In light of the above, it is found and concluded that extraordinary circumstances warrant a 90-day extension of the 210-day time period prescribed by § 40-6-109.5(2), C.R.S., for the issuance of a Commission decision in these matters.  Accordingly, pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(4), C.R.S., the Commission has 300 days after these applications were deemed complete, or until July 2, 2002, to issue such a decision.

II.
ORDER

A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. The 210-day time period prescribed by § 40-6-109.5(2), C.R.S., for the issuance of a Commission decision in the captioned matters is extended for an additional 90 days pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(4), C.R.S.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Director
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� An application by another party, Fotgir, Inc., was also originally consolidated into this proceeding.  However, that application was dismissed on November 13, 2001.  See, Decision No. R01-1169. 
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