Decision No. R02-29-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 01F-540T

Sherry j. buhring,


complainant,

v.

mci worldcom communications, inc.,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
dale e. isley 
denying request to 
reschedule hearing date

Mailed Date:  January 8, 2002

i.
statement

A. The captioned proceeding was initiated on November 21, 2001, when Complainant, Sherry J. Buhring (“Buhring”), filed a formal complaint with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) against Respondent, MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc. (“MCI”).

B. An Order to Satisfy or Answer was issued by the Commission on November 26, 2001.  An Order Setting Hearing and Notice of Hearing was issued on that same day setting the matter for hearing on January 28, 2002.

C. On December 17, 2001, MCI filed its Answer to the Buhring complaint.  The Answer contains a request that the current hearing date be vacated in order to afford the parties an opportunity to discuss settlement.  As grounds for this request, MCI indicates that Buhring had advised it that she would not be available for a settlement conference until after December 19, 2001.

D. Buhring has not responded to MCI’s request to vacate the current hearing date.

E. MCI has not stated sufficient grounds for vacating the January 28, 2002, hearing date.  The period between December 19, 2001 and January 28, 2002, affords the parties almost six weeks to discuss settlement.  This is sufficient time to either resolve the matter informally or prepare for hearing.  Therefore, MCI’s request to vacate the current hearing date will be denied.

II.
order

F. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc., to vacate the current hearing date in this matter is denied.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
_______________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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