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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusion

1. By Decision No. C02-1422, issued December 19, 2002, the Commission approved in full the Settlement Agreement submitted by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service), Staff of the Commission, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel regarding Public Service’s proposed tariff sheets to implement an Air Quality Improvement Rider (AQIR).  The tariff sheets to implement the AQIR were filed with Advice Letter No. 1375–Electric on July 1, 2002, and were suspended by the Commission by Decision No. C02-1002, issued September 13, 2002 because “the rates contained in the tariffs may [have been] improper.”

2. Pursuant to the Settlement Agreement, the parties agreed that Public Service would follow certain procedures relating to the AQIR.  The issues addressed were:  (1) the treatment of Arapahoe 1 & 2 depreciation expense; (2) the removal of Arapahoe 1 & 2 from the rate base; (3) the appropriate discount rate to be used in calculating the AQIR; and (4) the method for tracking the actual AQIR variable operation and maintenance expenses at Public Service’s plants receiving the emission control equipment.  Having agreed upon the settlement terms, the parties further agreed, and the Commission ordered, that Public Service would file new tariff sheets to implement an AQIR consistent with the Settlement Agreement with a January 1, 2003 effective date.

3. Implicit in that mandate to file new tariffs is the recognition that the tariffs originally filed by Public Service with Advice Letter No. 1375–Electric on July 1, 2002, and suspended on September 13, 2002, would not be operative.  In order to make that implication explicit, we now order the effective date of the tariff sheets filed with Advice Letter No. 1375–Electric permanently suspended and close this docket.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

 
1.
The effective date of the tariff sheets filed by Public Service Company of Colorado with Advice Letter No. 1375–Electric on July 1, 2002, is permanently suspended.

 
2.
Docket No. 02S-485E is closed.

 
3.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.  

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
December 30, 2002.
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