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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statements

1. On December 9, 2002, Grand Valley Rural Power Lines, Inc. (Grand Valley), filed an application seeking a Commission order granting it a certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) to exercise franchise rights in the City of Fruita, Colorado (City or Fruita), located in Mesa County, and for the purchase, transmission, distribution, and sale of electrical energy in the City.

2. The Commission noticed the application on December 12, 2002 to all interested persons, firms, and corporations.  Additionally, Grand Valley caused a notice of application to be published in The Fruita Times and in the Grand Junction Daily Sentinel.  No petition to intervene or notice of intervention has been filed and the application is uncontested.  Accordingly, the application may be determined without a formal hearing, in accordance with § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 24 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

B. Findings of Fact

3. Grand Valley is a Colorado corporation.  It is a cooperative electric association as defined in § 40-9.5-102, C.R.S., and is a public utility as defined in § 40-1-103, C.R.S.  Grand Valley is engaged in the transmission, distribution, and sale of electrical energy to its Colorado customers in certain described areas in Mesa, Garfield, and Delta Counties.

4. Grand Valley requests that the Commission issue an order granting to it a CPCN to exercise franchise rights in Fruita, in accordance with Ordinance No. 2002-21 adopted by the City effective on September 17, 2002, herein referred to as the Fruita Franchise.

5. Grand Valley renders electrical service in and around the areas surrounding the City of Fruita.  Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) is the only other utility that sells and provides electrical service in or near the areas involved in this application.  PSCo provides wholesale power and energy to Grand Valley.

6. A copy of Grand Valley’s tariffs showing rates, rules, and regulations for the areas that are the subject of the Fruita Franchise are on file with the Commission.

7. Grand Valley has the financial ability and is qualified and competent to conduct the utility operations sought under its application.

8. The Commission finds that the application is in the public interest and should be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application by Grand Valley Rural Power Lines, Inc., for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to exercise franchise rights in the City of Fruita, Colorado, and for the purchase, transmission, distribution, and sale of electrical energy in the City of Fruita, is deemed complete and granted.

2. The Commission shall retain jurisdiction of this proceeding to the end that it may take such action and enter such orders as may appear necessary to fully effectuate this Order.  Any area of the requested certificate of public convenience and necessity not served by Grand Valley Rural Power Lines, Inc., within some reasonable time frame will be subject to review, revision, or termination by the Commission.

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 30, 2002.
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