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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On November 27, 2002

 REF FiledDate "Month XX, 20XX"\* MERGEFORMAT November 27, 2002, Eastern Slope (Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Association, Inc.,

 REF UtilityAKA  \* MERGEFORMAT Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Association, Inc.,), filed Advice Letter No. 118 (attached as Exhibit 1).  Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Association, Inc., states that this filing is to offer expanded local calling to the Greater Denver Local Calling Area for the Bennett Exchange to become effective January 1, 2003

 REF EffectiveDate "Month XX, 20XX"\* MERGEFORMAT January 1, 2003.

2. Eastern Slope states that it will provide notice of the new calling option by newspaper ads placed in The I-70 Scout, a paper of local interest, and by direct mailing.  However, Eastern Slope has no provisions to notify customers within the Qwest Corporation (Qwest) exchanges in the greater Denver metro calling area that will be impacted by this filing.

3. On December 9, 2002, Qwest filed a request for hearing of Eastern Slope's Advice Letter No. 118 filing.  Qwest relates that it is significantly impacted by this filing and that Eastern Slope has not followed the appropriate process required by Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2-17.3.2 whereby a local exchange provider may request an expansion of the local calling area.  Qwest states that it has not been given the opportunity to develop its cost study to quantify the impact of this expansion to its customers.  Furthermore, Qwest states that it generally requires a minimum of 120 days after Commission approval is received to complete the necessary changes within its network to accomplish two-way expansion.  

B. Findings of Fact

4. The process for expanding a local calling area is clearly delineated in 4 CCR 723-2.17.3.  The local exchange provider must file an application containing the required information as defined in the rule.  An advice letter filing is not the prescribed method for the expansion of a local calling area.

C. Conclusions

5. Being fully advised of the facts, the Commission will reject Advice Letter No. 118 filed by Eastern Slope for failure to comply with Rule 4 CCR 723-2-17.3.5 and for failure to provide adequate notice pursuant to § 40-3-104, C.R.S.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Advice Letter No. 118 and accompanying tariff sheets filed by Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Association, Inc., on November 27, 2002, are rejected.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING 
December 18, 2002.
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